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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village) 

Highland  Avenue  Area 

Name  of  Area 
Highland  Avenue  Area 

Present  Use 

Residential  - Multi-Family 
Residential  - Single-Family 

Construction  Dates  or  Period 

1850-1938 


Overall  Condition 

Sketch  Map 

Draw  a map  of  the  area  indicating  properties  within  Good 

it.  Circle  and  number  properties  for  which  individual 
inventory  forms  have  been  completed.  Label  streets 

including  route  numbers,  if  any.  Attach  a continuation  Major  Intrusions  and  Alterations 

sheet  if  space  is  not  sufficient  here.  Indicate  north. 

Deteriorated  Properties 
Demolished  Properties 

Acreage 

Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry  & Geoffrey  E.  Melhuish 
Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg  , Office  of  the  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (nionth/year)  June  2000 


Follow  Massachusett'-  'Ihtorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo-  -completing  this  form. 
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HISTORICAL  & ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION 


see  continuation  sheet 


Explain  historical  development  of  the  area.  Discuss  how  this  relates  to  the  historical  development  of  the 
community.  Describe  architectural,  structural  and  landscape  features  and  evaluate  in  terms  of  other  areas  within 
the  community 


The  Highland  Avenue  Area  is  defined  on  the  North  by  Pearl  Street,  to  the  west  by  North  Street,  to  the  east  by  Pacific  Street, 
and  on  the  south  by  Main  Street.  Situated  on  a southwestern  facing  slope  on  the  north  side  of  the  North  Nashua  River  valley, 
the  mainly  residential  neighborhood  developed  because  of  its  proximity  to  the  early  civic  and  commercial  development  at  the 
East  End  of  Main  Street.  Later  the  location  of  the  railroad  station  at  Water  & Main  (then  Summer)  Streets  spurred  industrial 
development  on  Water  and  Lunenburg  Streets  and  increased  the  need  for  nearby  housing. 

In  Fitchburg  the  North  Nashua  River  and  its  tributaries  were  the  important  factors  in  the  development  of  the  city.  Although 
the  first  settlers  settled  away  from  the  river  on  early  roads  like  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  and  Ashbumham  Hill  Road, 
the  construction  of  mills  along  the  river  resulted  in  a linear  settlement  along  the  river.  One  of  the  early  mills  that  used  the 
Nashua  River  for  power  was  Elijah  Burbank's  paper  mill  of  1804.  Located  on  Water  Street  the  mill  produced  100#  paper/day. 
The  first  town  center  developed  on  the  East  End  of  Main  Street,  at  the  junction  of  Water,  Main,  Laurel  & Blossom  Street  when 
the  first  meetinghouse  was  built  in  the  vicinity  of  Blossom  & Crescent  Streets.  In  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  the 
majority  of  residential  dwellings  north  of  the  town  center  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Day  & Blossom  Streets.  On  a map  of  1851, 
only  three  dwellings  are  shown  in  the  Highland  Avenue  area,  L Pratt  and  J Hitchcock  residences  on  Pratt  Street  (now 
Highland  Avenue)  and  the  T.  Johnson  house  on  Myrtle  Street. 

From  1830-1870  Fitchburg's  manufacturing  companies  continue  to  expand  as  technology  developed  faster  means  of 
production.  In  1860  there  were  136  industries  in  Fitchburg.’  Increased  production  required  an  increase  in  supply  of  raw 
materials  to  the  mills  and  demanded  a faster  means  to  distribute  products  the  mills  produced. 

In  1844  a railroad  line  from  Boston  reached  Fitchburg.  The  most  ardent  proponent  of  the  rail  line  for  Fitchburg  was  Alvah 
Crocker.  Crocker  came  to  Fitchburg  in  1823  and  worked  in  Burbanks'  paper  mill.  He  later  built  his  own  paper  mill  in  West 
Fitchburg  and  became  an  advocate  for  the  railroads  as  a means  of  moving  his  product  to  Boston.  The  rail  line  was  extended  to 
the  West  in  1874  upon  completion  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel.  The  access  through  to  Albany  provided  access  to  the  West  for  the 
port  of  Boston  and  a way  for  raw  materials  from  the  west  to  reach  the  manufacturing  centers  on  the  East  Coast. 

The  railroad  brought  rapid  growth,  prosperity  and  industrial  expansion  to  Fitchburg.  The  location  of  the  railroad  depot  in  the 
older  part  of  the  city  at  the  comer  of  Water  & Main  Street  resulted  in  increased  commercial  and  industrial  development 
nearby.  The  increase  in  commercial  and  industrial  development  necessitated  an  increase  in  housing  for  workers  and  middle 
class  businessmen  with  a close  proximity  to  their  workplace.  The  land  north  of  the  town  center  was  popular  for  residential 
development  because  of  the  proximity  to  the  mills  and  the  views  up  and  down  the  valley. 

Increasingly  large  estates  and  farms  dotted  the  hillsides  in  the  Highland  Avenue  area.  The  Jacob  H Fairbanks's  house  at  27 
Myrtle  (MHC  # 1313)  ca  1875;  the  Joseph  A Hyatt  House  at  42  Myrtle  ca  1866;  the  Francis  W Towne  House  at  89  Myrtle  ca  1865;  and 
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GW  Shattuck  Residence  at  62  North  Street  ca  1860  are  examples  of  large  Greek  Revival  or  Italianate  estates  and  farmhouses  built  ca 
1850-1870  on  large  lots  on  the  hillside  near  Main  Street.  Like  most  homes  of  this  area  in  Fitchburg,  these  large  homes  would  be 
converted  to  multifamily  use  as  the  need  for  housing  continued  to  grow  in  the  last  decades  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

In  1872  when  Fitchburg  was  incorporated  as  a city  there  were  11,  260  residents  in  Fitchburg,  more  than  double  the  1850  population  of 
5160.  Maps  of  the  City  in  1870-1871  depict  the  increased  residential  development  of  the  Highland  Avenue  neighborhood. 
Predominately  single-family  homes  were  built  along  Pratt  (now  Highland)  Street  and  the  lower  portion  of  Myrtle  Street  between 
Congress  and  Main  Streets. 

By  1900  the  population  in  Fitchburg  had  reached  31,258,  nearly  a third  of  that  population,  were  foreign  born.^  European  immigrants 
representing  15  countries  filled  jobs  in  the  expanding  industries.  The  increase  in  population  resulted  in  a further  increase  in  need  for 
housing,  especially  for  working  class  housing. 

Between  1870-1915  residential  development  pushed  up  the  steep  hillsides  of  the  river  valley.  Lots  that  had  been  laid  out  along  the 
upper  end  of  Myrtle,  Cedar,  and  Pacific  Streets  in  1871  were  developed  with  multifamily  residences  by  1895.  The  prominent  real 
estate  developer  Benjamin  Snow,  who  lived  on  Green  Street  near  Day  Street,  led  the  development  of  these  lots.^  Large  early  nineteenth 
century  single-family  homes  were  converted  to  multifamily  residences.  Row  houses,  the  George  B.  & Benjamin  F.  Proctor  row-houses 
at  164/166/168  Highland  Ave  ca  1865;  triple  deckers,  the  Myrtle  Avenue  Triple  Decker  at  124/126/128  Myrtle  Ave  ca  1900;  and 
apartment  buildings,  the  six  unit  brick  tenement  at  24  Congress  ca  1890  were  built  along  with  many  front  gabled  two  family  dwellings 
to  accommodate  the  need  for  housing. 

The  building  types  were  typically  done  in  the  Queen  Anne  Style,  although  other  Victorian  styles,  i.e.,  the  Stick  Style  and  Second 
Empire  were  used  in  the  neighborhood.  The  Queen  Anne  Style  was  popularized  throughout  the  country  by  the  expanding  railroad.  The 
mass  production  of  machined  details  and  the  increased  affordability  of  these  decorative  building  elements  facilitated  the  popularity  of 
the  style.  The  use  of  small  dimension  lumber  and  advent  of  balloon  framing  made  construction  cheaper  and  more  rapid.  Fitchburg’s 
steam  driven  sawmills,  like  the  WA  Garno  Saw  & Planing  Mill  at  Lunenburg  & East  Streets  locally  produced  wood  building  products. 
Other  local  materials  like  slate  and  granite  were  quarried  from  the  surrounding  hills  to  be  utilized  in  new  dwellings.  Other  factories 
produced  machined  nails  and  household  furnishings.  The  availability  of  inexpensive  skilled  immigrant  labor  also  contributed  to  the 
building  explosion.  Russians  and  Finns  quarried  granite  from  Rollstone  Hill  for  use  in  foundations  and  Italian  immigrants  were 
employed  in  the  building  trades. 

The  growth  in  wealth  of  Fitchburg  citizens  extended  to  the  development  of  cultural  resources.  In  October  of  1845  Charles  Mason  & 
Horace  Mann  launch  a Teacher  Training  Institute  in  Fitchburg.  In  1895  the  Fitchburg  Normal  School  opened  in  the  old  High  School 
building  on  Academy  Street.  The  Normal  school  was  moved  the  next  year  to  a building  on  Pearl  Street.  The  teaching  school  used  the 
nearby  neighborhood  schools  as  practice  schools  for  teaching  students.  The  Highland  Avenue  School  was  used  to  train  teachers  in 
grades  1-3.  The  Highland  Avenue  area  was  a popular  neighborhood  for  the  teachers  at  the  Normal  School.  In  1920  Arthur  C. 
Harrington,  a teacher  at  the  State  Normal  School  lived  in  a two  family  at  66  Myrtle.  Inez  Bigwood,  an  English  teacher  at  the  State 
Normal  School,  ca  1920  lived  at  132  Highland.  123  Highland  in  1914  was  the  home  of  Mercie  A.  Allen,  principal  of  the  Practical  Arts 
Normal  School,  and  Nellie  B.  Allen,  a teacher  at  the  State  Normal  School. 
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Neglect  of  many  multiunit  properties  from  lack  of  investments  and  regular  maintenance  has  led  to  deterioration  and  loss  of  materials 
and  details  in  many  properties.  Demolition  of  some  of  these  deteriorated  properties  had  occurred  within  the  last  several  years  on 
Green  Street  near  the  intersection  of  North  Street.  Where  changes  in  land  use  from  residential  to  institutional  has  occurred  on  Cedar 
Street  around  the  Highland  Baptist  Church  and  Cedar  Street  Home  demolition  of  dwellings  has  also  occurred. 

Although  many  buildings  have  deteriorated,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  remaining  buildings  is  remarkably  good.  Many  single- 
family building  retain  their  original  slate  roofs,  windows,  machined  wood  detailing,  and  exterior  siding.  The  neighborhood  retains  the 
mix  of  upper  middle  class  mansions,  multifamily  residences  and  modest  single-family  homes. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Boston  Public  Library 
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The  economic  prosperity  in  Fitchburg  ca  1900  led  to  the  increase  in  wealth  of  workers  and  middle  management.  Ca  1915-1925  the 
remaining  undeveloped  lots  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical 
Revival  Styles.  The  topography  of  the  eastern  side  of  Pacific  Street  is  steeply  sloped  and  had  until  the  turn  of  the  century  remained 
fairly  undeveloped.  Several  of  the  families  who  resided  in  the  new  homes  on  Pacific  Street  were  managers  of  businesses  on  nearby 
Culley  & Lunenburg  Streets.  AJ  Welch  began  residing  in  1927  at  18  Pacific  Street.  Welch  worked  for  EJ  Welch’s  New  England 
Trucking  Co  at  80  Lunenburg.  Built  c 1925,  42  Pacific  was  the  residence  of  Albert  Vincellette.  Vincellette,  the  owner  of  the  Fitchburg 
Enamel  Co  on  nearby  Culley  St  had  previously  resided  at  41/43  Culley  St.  Vincellette  lived  in  the  house  until  the  1950s,  when  the 
house  became  the  residence  of  Vernon  S Vincellette,  a subsequent  owner  of  the  Fitchburg  Enamel  Co.  Vernon  Vincellette  lived  in  the 
house  until  the  1980s. 

After  1930,  new  residential  development  was  minimal  in  the  Highland  Avenue  area.  Industrial  growth  slowed  and  the  downtown  began 
to  decline  as  economic  growth  shifted  to  the  western  United  States  and  middle  class  residents  moved  to  the  suburbs.  Fitchburg’s 
population  growth  slowed  dramatically  between  1915-1940,  increasing  by  only  2,000  overall.'*  The  advent  of  the  car  and  the  increased 
affordability  of  car  ownership  aided  the  movement  to  the  suburbs.  Residents  in  the  Highland  Avenue  area  no  longer  needed  to  live 
within  walking  distance  of  their  jobs,  families  moved  to  newer  suburban  homes  to  the  east  along  Lunenburg  Street. 

During  World  War  II  a sizable  African  American  community  developed  near  Green  & North  Street.  Many  of  these  residents  were 
employed  by  the  defense  industry  and  located  in  Fitchburg  because  of  the  proximity  to  Fort  Devens. 

The  second  half  of  the  twentieth  century  has  seen  many  changes  to  the  Highland  Avenue  Area.  Industry,  no  longer  dependant  on  the 
river  for  power,  removed  from  the  Water  and  Main  Street  area  to  modern  electrically  powered  plants  on  the  edges  of  town,  and  Main 
Street  declined.  During  the  1960s  Urban  Renewal  projects  demolished  historic  structures  like  Union  Depot  (1961)  and  converted 
historic  sites  to  shopping  plazas  and  convenient  parking  lots. 

Many  family  industries  were  sold  to  national  and  later  international  owners.  Simonds  Manufacturing  Company  became  a part  of 
Wallace  Murray  Corporation  of  New  England  in  1965,  and  in  1981  was  purchased  by  the  Chicago  Conglomerate,  Household 
International.  That  same  year  the  facility  at  North  & Main  Street  was  vacated.  In  1975  the  heirs  of  Iver  Johnson  sold  Iver  Johnson 
Arms  & Cycle  Works.  Crocker  Burbank  & Co  Association  was  sold  to  the  Weyerhaeuser  Company. 

In  the  1990s  the  City  acquired  the  property  of  the  Simonds  Manufacturing  Company  on  Main  Street  for  use  as  the  site  of  the  new 
Central  Fire  Station.  The  Greek  Revival  brick  and  granite  buildings  were  demolished  1996-1998.  The  only  remaining  industrial 
building  that  was  a part  of  the  Simonds  Manufacturing  complex  is  the  Winthrop  building  at  26  Willow  Street  built  ca.  1927. 

As  long-term  residents  left  their  single  family  and  owner  occupied  multifamily  homes  in  the  downtown  neighborhoods,  many  of  the 
dwellings  were  sold  to  absentee  landlords  who  further  divided  the  dwellings.  Students  at  the  nearby  Fitchburg  State  College  Campus 
north  of  Pearl  Street  rent  many  of  the  dwelling  units. 


'*  Reconnaissance  Survey  Report  for  Fitchburg,  ([Boston]:  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission,  1984). 
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Fitchburg 


Highland  Avenue 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 

Area(s)  Form  No. 

K 1 1300-1324, 

^2113-2199,  402 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

Q Individually  eligible  O Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
□ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  ^ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  I^A  DB  IEICDD 

Criteria  Considerations:  □AnEncODnEdlF  [I]G 


Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry  & Geoffrey  E.  Melhuish.  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

This  area  meets  the  criteria  for  listing  as  an  historic  district  on  the  National  Register  as  an  example  of  nineteenth  century  residential 
architecture,  which  illustrates  Fitchburg’s  economic  prosperity  during  the  mid  nineteenth  century  to  the  early  twentieth  century.  The 
area  contains  many  fine  buildings  in  the  Greek  Revival,  Italianate,  Second  Empire,  Queen  Anne,  and  Stick  Styles.  The  relationship  of 
residential  properties  to  circulation  networks  and  natural  features  has  been  maintained.  The  area  possesses  integrity  of  location, 
design,  setting,  materials,  and  workmanship,  the  Highland  Avenue  Area  meets  Criteria  A and  C of  the  National  Register  at  the  local 
level.  In  addition,  the  area  possesses  historical  associations  with  major  industrial  and  commercial  figures  Iver  Johnson  and  Albert 
Vincellette,  the  owner  of  the  Fitchburg  Enamel  Company. 

Because  of  tits  rapid  development  between  1880-1900  many  of  the  multifamily  houses  are  similar  in  form.  Of  particular  note  are  the 
dwellings  from  200-210  Highland.  107-110  Myrtle.  122  Myrtle  and  the  west  side  of  Myrtle  from  157-173  Myrtle  which  form 
streetscapes  of  2 Vi  story  gable  end  Queen  Annes  with  bay  windows  and  a variety  of  machined  details. 

It  appears  that  a potential  district  would  include  properties  in  the  area  defined  by  North,  Pearl,  Pacific,  Main  and  Lunenburg  Streets. 
Additional  properties  might  include  the  dwellings  east  of  pacific  on  Culley,  Brier,  Lincoln,  and  East  Street  and  include  industries  on 
Lunenburg  Street  that  employed  residents  of  the  neighborhood.  Exact  boundaries  of  a potential  National  Register  District  within  this 
area  remain  to  be  determined. 
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HIGHLAND  AVENUE 
EORM  B 


Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 


Area  Survey  Form  K Highland  Avenue  Area 

402  - 26  Willow  Street 

1308/2139  - 94/96  Highland  Avenue 

2113  - 39  Cedar  Street 

2114  - 56  Cedar  Street 

2115  - 67/69  Cedar  Street 

2116  - 102  Cedar  Street 

2117  - 105  Cedar  Street 

2118  - 112  Cedar  Street 

2119  - 9 Clinton  Street 

2120  - 45  Clinton  Street 

2121  - 95  Clinton  Street 

2122  - 3 Congress  Street 

2123  - 24  Congress  Street 

2124  - 27  Congress  Street 

2125  - 59  Congress  Street 

2126  - 63  Congress  Street 

2127  - 71  Congress  Street 

2128  - 74  Congress  Street 

2129  - 77  Congress  Street 

2131  - 9 Highland  Avenue 

2132  - 14  Highland  Avenue 

2133  - 28  Highland  Avenue 

2134  - 32  Highland  Avenue 

2135  - 44  Highland  Avenue 

2136  - 59  Highland  Avenue 

2137  - 70  Highland  Avenue 

2138  - 83/85  Highland  Avenue 

2140  - 116  Highland  Avenue 

2141  - 123  Highland  Avenue 

2142  - 132  Highland  Avenue 

2143  - 153  Highland  Avenue 

2144  - 155  Highland  Avenue 

2145  - 159  Highland  Avenue 

2146  - 164/166/168  Highland  Avenue 

2147  - 165  Highland  Avenue 

2148  - 173/175  Highland  Avenue 

2149  - 181  Highland  Avenue 

2150  - 188/190  Highland  Avenue 

2151  - 194  Highland  Avenue 

2152  - 197  Highland  Avenue 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 

Area  Survey  Form  K Highland  Avenue  Area  (continued) 

2153  - 201  Highland  Avenue 

2154  - 205  Highland  Avenue 

2155  - 209  Highland  Avenue 

2156  - 210  Highland  Avenue 

2157  - 11  Morris  Street 

2158  - 24  Morris  Street 

2159  - 42  Myrtle  Avenue 

2160  - 46  Myrtle  Avenue 

2161  - 49  Myrtle  Avenue 

2162  - 63  Myrtle  Avenue 

2163  - 66  Myrtle  Avenue 

2164  - 82  Myrtle  Avenue 

2165  - 89  Myrtle  Avenue 

2166  - 93  Myrtle  Avenue 

2167  - 96  Myrtle  Avenue 

2168  - 107/107  Myrtle  Avenue 

2169  - 108  Myrtle  Avenue 

2170  - 109  Myrtle  Avenue 

2171  - 110  Myrtle  Avenue 

2172  - 117  Myrtle  Avenue 

2173  - 119  Myrtle  Avenue 

2174  - 122  Myrtle  Avenue 

2175  - 124/126/128  Myrtle  Avenue 

2176  - 157/159  Myrtle  Avenue 

2177  - 161  Myrtle  Avenue 

2178  - 162  Myrtle  Avenue 

2179  - 167/169  Myrtle  Avenue 

2180  - 173  Myrtle  Avenue 

2181  - 62  North  Street 

2182  - 66  North  Street 

2183  - 7 Orange  Street 

2184  - 26  Orange  Street 

2185  - 7 Pacific  Street 

2186  - 18  Pacific  Street 

2187  - 21/23  Pacific  Street 

2188  - 26  Pacific  Street 

2189  - 35  Pacific  Street 

2190  - 39  Pacific  Street 

2191  - 41/43  Pacific  Street 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 


Area  Survey  Form  K Highland  Avenue  Area  (continued) 

2192  - 42  Pacific  Street 

2193  - 47  Pacific  Street 

2194  - 59  Pacific  Street 

2195  - 66  Pacific  Street 

2196  - 71  Pacific  Street 

2197  - 74  Pacific  Street 

2198  - 192  Pearl  Street 

2199  - 204  Pearl  Street 


Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 


Area  D,  K Form  402 

26  Willow  Street 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


D,  K 


402 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3"  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 


Sketch  Map 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  [month /year)  April  2000 


Address  26  Willow  St 

Historic  Name  Winthrop  Building 

Uses:  Present  Vacant 

Original  Mill  Building 

Date  of  Construction  c 1920 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Twentieth  Century  Mill 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 
Wall/Trim  Brick  with  Granite  Sills 

Roof  Unknown 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 

Removal  of  window  frames. 

Demolition  of  adjacent  mill  buildings  1999. 

Condition  Fair.  Building  is  endangered. 

Moved  K1  no  n yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  on  a level  lot  abutting  the  sidewalk. 


Follow  Massachuse! 


' ’Jistorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr 


'•pmpleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  three-story  mill  brick  building  located  26  Willow  Street  occupies  a rectangular  plan.  This  structure  terminates  in  a flat  roof  with  parapet 
marked  by  a four  course  corbelled  cornice  capped  with  masonry.  The  brick  walls  of  the  building  rest  on  a raised  brick  and  granite  foundation. 
The  principal  entranceway  is  located  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  building  facing  Willow  Street.  A one-bay,  four-story  internal  stairwell 
marks  this  entranceway.  This  bay  is  marked  by  narrow  window  openings  inset  from  the  principal  facade.  A pair  of  wood  and  glass  doors  with 
a single  transom  provides  entrance  to  the  building.  Full  height  brick  piers  and  granite  sills  mark  the  window  openings.  Window  openings  on 
the  building  have  been  infilled  with  plywood  and  brick.  A smokestack  is  located  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  mill.  A one-story  shed  roof 
structure  constructed  of  brick  and  concrete  block  is  located  on  the  north  elevation.  A raised  poured  concrete  loading  dock  is  featured  on  the 
north  elevation.  On  the  south  elevation  a brick  stair  tower  is  located  on  the  west  corner  and  the  remainder  of  the  building  has  red  metal  panels 
that  are  peeling  off  the  building  exposing  horizontal  wood  planking  beneath. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  ^ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Built  ca  1920  on  the  site  occupied  in  1870  by  the  L.  Barker  Planing  Mill.  In  the  1890s,  the  M.  Davis  Lumberyards  occupied  the  site.  In 
1927,  a three-story  brick  building,  housing  machine  rooms  on  the  first  and  second  floors  and  storage  on  the  third.  The  brick  building  was  part 
of  a larger  complex  of  buildings  housing  Simonds  Machine  Co.  A birds’  eye  view  of  the  Simonds  complex  on  North  Street  published  in  1912 
depicts  brick  mill  buildings  on  the  site  of  26  Willow.  These  brick  buildings  had  an  east-west  orientation  compared  to  the  north-south  plan 
orientation  of  the  existing  building.  The  Simonds  buildings  were  vacated  in  1981.  The  other  brick  buildings  were  removed  c 1998  to  make 
room  for  the  construction  of  the  new  central  fire  station.  A map  published  in  the  April  27,  1986  Sunday  Telegram  names  the  building  the 
Winthrop  Building.  The  building  is  also  referred  to  as  the  Scratch  and  Dent  Warehouse  building  at  14  Willow  Street. 

Simonds  Saw  and  Steel  Co  was  formed  in  1864  by  Benjamin  Snow  and  Alvan  A & George  F Simonds  under  the  name  Simonds 
Brothers  & Co.‘  Alvan  and  George  Simonds  were  the  sons  of  Abel  Simonds  who  in  partnership  with  John  T Farwell  operated  a 
small  scythe  shop  in  West  Fitchburg  from  1862-1864  called  J.T.  Farwell  & Co.  In  1868  George  and  Alvan  incorporated  Simonds 
Manufacturing  Co.  when  their  brothers,  Thomas  T,  Daniel  and  Edwin  F Simonds  joined  the  business  and  the  factory  moved  from 
West  Fitchburg  to  North  Street. 

Originally  manufacturing  scythes,  Simonds  enlarged  and  began  the  manufacture  of  machine  knives,  and  mower  and  reaper 
sections.  In  1876  the  business  began  to  manufacture  circular  saws  and  later,  manufactured  cross-cut,  band  and  hand  saws. 
Shortly  thereafter  in  1878  the  company  abandoned  its  mowing  machine  knives  and  reaper  section  interests  to  focus  on  the 
production  of  saws.  Simonds  employed  an  inventive  technique  in  the  tempering  and  straightening  of  saws  that  propelled  the 
company  above  its  competitors. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  |E1  see  continuation  sheet 

Eitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


* Ruth  Penka,  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923  (Fitchburg:  (Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995)  p.l5. 
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26  WILLOW  STREET 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
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HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  cont’d 

George  Simonds  was  the  first  president,  serving  in  that  position  until  1888  when  he  left  to  open  Simonds  Rolling-machine 
Co.,  a producer  of  ball  bearings  in  a factory  on  Willow  Street.^  Daniel  Simonds  was  the  second  president  from  1888-1913. 

In  1892  the  company  employed  200  people.^  In  1900  a handsaw  building  was  added  to  the  Fitchburg  factory.  In  1905 
Simonds  bought  Fitchburg  File  Co.,  renaming  it  Simonds  File  Co.  Simonds  File  produced  hacksaws  and  files.  In  the  same 
year  Simonds  began  to  manufacture  its  own  steel  in  a Chicago  mill.  In  1906  the  business  acquired  Canada  Saw  Co.  In  1911 
the  Chicago  steel  mill  relocated  to  Lockport  New  York.^ 

In  the  first  decade  of  the  twentieth  century  Simonds  Manufacturing  Co.  produced  over  a thousand  types  of  hand  saws. 
Circular  saws,  hand  saws,  cross-cut  saws,  one-man  saws,  gang  saws,  and  inserted  tooth  saws  were  produced  at  the  same 
time  as  paper  cutting  knives,  tobacco  knives,  cigarette  cutting  knives,  belt  knives  to  split  leather  and  paper  mill  knives. 
Products  were  sold  in  factory  owned  stores  in  Portland,  Oregon;  Seattle,  Washington;  Oakland,  California;  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana;  New  York  and  London,  England.^ 

The  third  president  was  Alvan  T Simonds,  the  oldest  son  of  Daniel  and  his  wife  Ellen  Gifford.  In  1922  the  business  was 
renamed  Simonds  Saw  and  Steel  Co.  In  1930  the  company  purchased  54  acres  of  land  from  the  Boston  & Maine  railroad 
and  on  December  20  set  the  cornerstone  for  a new  factory.  Due  to  the  Depression  the  building  was  not  completed  until 
1939.  Alvan  T relinquished  his  position  as  president  to  his  brother  Gifford  in  1940.  Gifford  died  shortly  therafter  and 
Alvan  resumed  the  position  in  early  1941.^ 

Other  members  of  the  Simonds  family  who  ran  the  company  were  Alvan  and  Giffords  brother  Harlan  K Simonds, 
treasurer  from  1922-1950;  Daniel  Simonds  II,  president  from  1941-1952;  Gifford  Simmons  Jr,  president  from  1952-;  and 
Harlan  K Simonds,  Jr.  In  1957  1200  people  were  employed  by  Simonds.^  In  1965  the  company  was  sold  to  the  Wallace 
Murray  Corp.  of  New  York.  In  1981  Wallace  murray  was  purchased  by  Household  International,  a Chicago  conglomerate. 
The  Simonds  Division  became  Simonds  Cutting  Tools.  In  1988  it  was  sold  to  Greylock  Management  Corp.  of  Boston, 
changing  its  name  to  Simonds  Industries  Inc.* * 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  cont’d 


Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

The  Fitchburg  Sentinel.  Fitchburg,  A Quality  City:  A Manufacturing  and  Mercantile  Review.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  The  Fitchburg 
Sentinel,  March  23,1912. 

"Simonds  Manufacturing  Co",  Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Industry  files  of  the 
Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

Penka,  Ruth.  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923.  Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995. 


^ Ruth  Penka,  Fitchburg’s  Golden  Age:  Industry  & Philanthropy  1863-1923  (Fitchburg:  [Fitchburg  Historical  Society],  1995)  p.l5 
^ Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Industry  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 
Mbid. 

^ Ibid. 

* Ruth  Penka  pi 6. 

’ Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Industry  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

* Ibid 
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FITCHBURG.' mas: 


Bird’s-eye-view  ca  1912 


Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 


Area  K Form  1308/2139 

94/96  Highland  Avenue 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


7626 

K 

i3oe> 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


94/96  Highland  Ave 
Fred  Davis  House 
Multi-Family  Residence 
Residence 
ca  1850 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 
Source  Style 

Style/Form  Italianate  with  Stick  Style  Dormers 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards/Vertical  board  siding  at 

dormers. 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Garage 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  back  from  Highland  Avenue  approximately  30  feet.  The 
Congress  Street  side  of  the  house  is  a car  park.  The  rear  of  the  lot 
slopes  downhill  with  Congress  Street. 


Follow  Massachuset'  'islorical  Commission  Surxey  Manual  instructions  /<"  ■'ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  residence  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  an  irregular  plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-bay  wide  and 
two-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  east  and  terminates  in  a side  gable  sheathed  with  slate.  A two-story,  one  bay  wide  by  two  bay  deep  ell  projects 
from  the  northeast  corner  of  the  residence;  a smaller  scale  one-bay  wide  by  one-bay  deep  addition  projects  from  the  east  elevation  of  the  bay. 
Both  the  ell  and  addition  terminate  in  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  Interior  brick  chimneys  project  from  the  ridge  of  the  principal  block  and 
from  the  side-ell.  A clipped  gable  dormer  is  located  on  the  east  elevation  of  the  principal  block  and  on  the  south  elevation  of  the  side  ell.  The 
dormers  feature  paired  1/1,  double  hung  windows.  Wooden  pilasters  at  the  corners  support  the  cornice.  The  dormers  are  clad  with  vertical 
board  siding.  The  residence  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  A hipped  roof  supported  by  decorative  wood  brackets  protects  the  principal 
entrance.  A one-story,  two-bay  porch  is  located  on  the  east  elevation  of  the  side-ell.  Slender  turned  columns  support  a shed  roof.  Windows 
throughout  the  dwelling  are  regularly  spaced,  1/1  replacements.  Similar  in  form  and  scale  to  its  neighbor  at  93  Highland  Avenue  has  retained 
several  of  its  defining  characteristics  including  is  wide  corner  boards,  deep  wood  entablature,  and  entry  hood. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  ca  1850  94/96  Highland  became  the  home  of  F.H.  Davis  between  1865-1970  and  remained  in  the  Davis  family  until  the  1960s.  F.H. 
Davis  was  a carpenter.  Around  the  turn  of  the  century  the  house  became  the  home  of  Franklin  S.  Davis.  Franklin  Davis  was  a foreman  at  AD 
Weynouth  & Co.  Franklin  S.  Davis  died  ca  1935.  His  widow,  Helen,  remained  in  the  house  until  the  1960s.  The  Davis’  lived  at  94  Highland 
and  96  Highland  was  a duplex.  In  1980  94  and  the  units  in  96  Highland  were  vacant.  In  1997  the  house  was  the  residence  of  Maria  and 
Angelo  Albizu.  The  five-unit  residence  is  owned  by  Thomas  J.  Haverty. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 


39  Cedar  St 

Thatcher  R.  Rich  House 
Single-Family  Residential 
Single-Family  Residential 
1882-1887 


Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Italianate 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Foundation  Stone 
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Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 
Roof  Unknown 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (w/Z/j  dates) 
Addition  of  two  story  front  bay  ca.  1890 

Condition  Fair 
Moved  ^ no  EH  yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Setting 

Set  approximately  10  feet  from  the  sidewalk  at  Cedar  St. 

The  house  is  separated  from  the  sidewalk  by  a hurricane  fence 
There  is  a large  set  back  on  the  south  and  the  yard  has  several 
mature  deciduous  trees. 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachuset’  Hstorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  f''  ■ '•ornpleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  two-story  Italianate  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  an  irregular  plan  on  a cut-stone  foundation.  The  four-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces 
east.  The  residence  terminates  in  a flat  roof  with  parapet.  A wide  cornice  marks  the  parapet  with  brackets  supporting  a wide  overhanging 
eave.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  A one-bay,  one-story  porch  marks  the  principal  entrance.  The  roof  terminates  in  a hipped 
roof  supported  by  turned  wood  columns.  The  columns  rest  on  a wooden  platform.  A two-story  bay  window  is  located  to  the  north  of  the 
porch.  A wood  eave  line  separates  the  first  and  second  floors  of  the  bay.  Windows  of  the  residence  are  1/1  double  hung  sash  replacements 
marked  by  a hood  and  wood  sill.  The  windows  within  the  bay  window  are  slightly  narrower  in  scale  than  the  other  windows. 

The  building  is  on  of  the  few  extant  local  examples  of  a modest  early  Italianate  single  family  residence  which  has  retained  several 
distinguishing  characteristics  including,  the  project  eave,  brackets,  wood  entablature,  and  window  hoods.  Similar  in  form  and  scale  to  its 
neighbors,  56  Cedar  Street  has  retained  a higher  degree  of  integrity  of  materials,  ie.  patterned  slate  roof,  and  details,  ie.  wood  windows,  porch 
detailing,  verge  board  and  brackets. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1882-1887  the  two-story  Italianate  dwelling  was  originally  built  without  the  two-story  bay.  The  two-story  bay  was  added  in  the 
1890s.  In  the  early  part  of  the  twentieth  century  Thatcher  Rich,  an  engineer  and  his  son  Thatcher  Rich  Jr.,  a collector  for  Fitchburg  Gas  & 
Electric  lived  at  39  Cedar.  In  the  1920s  Roy  Upham  moved  in  and  stayed  in  the  house  through  the  1950s.  In  1980  the  house  was  listed  as 
vacant.  The  current  owners  of  the  single  unit  are  Ivonne  Perez  & Eric  M Monroe. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2”  x 5"  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Address  56  Cedar  St 

Historic  Name  Geo  A.  Bragg  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 

Original  Multi-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1882-1887 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Foundation  Granite 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Wall/Trim  Asbestos  Shingles 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (w/7/2  dates) 
Synthetic  Siding 


Condition  Good 
Moved  no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  an  elevated  lot  approximately  10  feet  from  the  sidewalk. 
A concrete  retaining  wall  in  poor  condition  separates  the  yard 
from  the  sidewalk. 


Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 


The  two-story  front  gable  Queen  Anne  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  an  L-shaped  plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-by-two  bay 
dwelling  faces  east.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  An  exterior  brick  chimney  is  located  on  the  north 
elevation.  The  residence  is  clad  with  asbestos  siding.  A one-story  porch  spans  the  width  of  the  facade.  Wood  posts  sitting  on  a wood  deck 
support  the  hipped  roof.  Decorative  wood  brackets  are  located  at  the  top  of  the  posts.  A single  doorway  and  two,  2/2  double  hung  sash 
windows  are  located  on  the  first  floor  of  the  facade.  Three,  2/2  double  hung  sash  windows  are  located  on  the  second  floor.  A two-and-one- 
half  story  bay  projects  from  the  north  elevation  and  terminates  in  a gable  roof  that  intersects  the  principal  gable. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles 

Built  between  1882  and  1887  56  Cedar  Street  was  built  as  a multi  unit  dwelling.  Throughout  the  twentieth  century  many  families  headed  by 
men  who  worked  in  Fitchburg’s  industries  have  lived  in  the  residence  including,  George  A.  Bragg,  a clerk  at  the  Boston  & Maine  Railroad;  an 
employee  of  the  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Company;  a machinist;  and  an  engineer  at  American  Wooolen  Company. 

In  1980  one  unit  was  vacant  and  the  other  was  the  home  of  Mrs.  Mary  B Smith.  The  current  owners  of  the  two  unit  are  John  L.  & Claire  A 
Smith. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Address  67/69  Cedar  St 

Historic  Name  Eli  R Brewer  House 

Uses:  Present  Vacant 

Original  Multi-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1887-1 895 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/F  orm  Italianate 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Sketch  Map 
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Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Aluminum  Siding 

Roof  Unknown 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with 
aluminum  siding. 


Condition  Poor.  The  building  is  endangered. 
Moved  no  CH  yes  Date 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  approximately  5 feet  from  the  sidewalk.  A drive  to  the  south 
provides  access  to  the  rear  of  the  lot. 


ate  (month  /year)  April  2000 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  two-story  Italianate  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  an  irregular  plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-by-three-bay  dwelling  faces 
west  and  terminates  in  a flat  roof  marked  by  a slightly  overhanging  eave.  A brick  chimney  pierces  the  roof  plan  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
building.  The  residence  is  clad  with  aluminum  siding.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story,  one-bay  porch  that  terminates  in  a 
hipped  roof.  The  roof  of  the  porch  is  sheathed  with  slate.  Turned  wood  posts  and  decorative  wood  brackets  support  the  porch  roof.  A two- 
story  bay  window  is  located  south  of  the  principal  entrance.  This  bay  terminates  at  the  roofline.  The  bay  window  is  comprised  of  one-over- 
one,  double  hung  sash  replacement  windows.  A multi-paned  diamond  shaped  fixed  window  is  located  on  the  second  floor  above  the  porch. 

A two-story  porch  is  located  on  the  north  elevation.  Turned  wood  columns  support  the  roof  of  the  porch.  The  balustrade  has  been  replaced 
on  each  floor.  The  building  is  on  of  the  few  extant  local  examples  of  a modest  early  Italianate  multi  family  residence,  which  has  retained 
several  distinguishing  characteristics  including,  the  projecting  eave,  porch  balusters,  and  brackets.  It  has  a unique  diamond  shaped  window 
over  the  entry. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1887-1895  67/69  Cedar  Street  was  in  1914  the  home  of  Eli  R.  Brewer  and  John  F.  Daby,  a manager  at  the  Kennedy  & Co. 
butter  store  on  Main  Street.  In  1920  Brewer,  a Jobber,  was  still  living  in  one  unit,  the  other  was  the  home  of  Luke  Mclnerney,  an  employee  of 
the  Boston  & Maine  Railroad.  Brewer  lived  at  67  Cedar  until  the  1950s  running  his  trucking  business  from  his  home  during  the  1930s  and 
1940s.  The  building  is  still  a two-unit  and  is  owned  by  Security  Realty  Trust.  There  are  no  current  residents  and  the  building  is  boarded  up. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 
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n Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  {month  /year)  April  2000 


Address  102  Cedar  St 

Historic  Name  Charles  W.  Rich  House 

Uses:  Present  Single  Family  Residential 

Original  Single  Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  c 1875 
Source  Style 
Style/Form  Stick 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboard 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

One-bay  wood-frame  hipped  roof  garage. 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Fair 

Moved  K1  no  CH  yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  on  an  elevated  lot  approximately  7 feet  above  and  15  feet 
from  the  sidewalk.  A stone  retaining  wall  separates  the  yard  from 
the  sidewalk  and  driveway  to  the  north. 


Follow  Massachusell"  'historical  Commission  .Survey  Manual  instructions  /r  completing  this  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


4890 
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2117 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3 ” or  3-1/2 ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 


$ 


i' 


Sketch  Map 


i »o 


-,Ti  ■ • 


175 

172 

210 

209  189 

1132 

107 

1?: 

74 

173 

164 

206 

205 

108  1 

too 

7 

71 

i7 

162 

202 

200 

201 

102  i 

?101 
\ 97 

f 

68 

3 

158 

194 

197 

96  ^ 

! 

1 

188 

189 

90  ^ 

64 

1 

150 

181  6 

82  ^ 

83 

60 

182 

148 

174 

173  ^ 

74 

73 

50 

140 

1 

1 A4 

70 

67 

Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Address  105  Cedar  St 

Historic  Name  Albert  L Town  House 

Uses:  Present  Single  Family  Residential 

Original  Single  Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  c 1880 
Source  Style 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboard 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures  none 

Major  Alterations  (w///i  dates) 


Condition  Fair 
Moved  2]  no  CH  yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

The  house  is  located  on  a small  barren  lot  with  a slight  slope  down  from 
west  to  east.  The  house  abuts  the  front  sidewalk,  which  abuts  the  street. 
A driveway  on  the  south  side  of  the  house  is  separated  from  the  house  by 
a narrow  strip  of  grass. 


Follow  Massachusef  historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr  ''ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

105  Cedar  Street  a typical  architectural  form  in  the  early  suburban  Fitchburg  neighborhoods  and  is  similar  in  form  and  features  to  cottages  at 
101  and  108  Cedar  Street  and  has  maintained  a higher  degree  of  architectural  integrity  relative  to  it  immediate  neighbors. 

The  two-story  front  gable  Queen  Anne  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  a rectangular  plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  two-by-two-bay 
dwelling  faces  west.  The  house  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A large-scale  wooden  sunburst  motif  and  window 
opening  is  located  within  the  gable  end.  A brick  chimney  pierces  the  north  elevation  roof  plane.  The  residence  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards. 
A one-story  porch  with  hipped  roof  spans  the  length  of  the  facade  and  abuts  the  sidewalk.  Wood  posts  sitting  on  a wood  deck  support  the 
shed  roof.  The  original  details  for  the  porch  have  been  replaced  with  more  recent  alterations.  A single  doorway  and  a large  single  light 
window  with  decorative  leaded  glass  above  are  located  on  the  first  floor  of  the  facade.  A sunburst  and  a wood  medallion  enliven  the  gable  end 
above  the  two,  2/2,  double  hung  sash  windows  located  on  the  second  floor.  A small  rectangular  window  in  the  gable  end  interrupts  the 
sunburst.  The  slate  roof  and  granite  foundation,  prevalent  materials  in  the  surrounding  residential  buildings  are  in  fair  condition.  Other 
details  include  painted  wood  clapboards  with  flat  stock  casing  around  the  windows  and  doors.  Modern  storm  windows  have  been  installed. 
Similar  in  form  and  scale  to  its  neighbors  105  Cedar  Street  has  retained  a higher  degree  of  integrity  of  materials,  i.e.  slate  roof,  wood 
clapboards,  and  details,  ie.  wood  windows,  wood  trim.  The  sunburst  pattern  in  the  gable  end  is  unique  among  the  other  modest  Queen  Anne's 
in  the  neighborhood. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  Fitchburg’s  population  rapidly  increased.  Large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  Main  Street 
were  developed  to  provided  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families. 

In  1870  Cedar  Street  ran  from  Congress  Street  to  Concord.  Lots  along  the  street  were  laid  out,  although  no  houses  had  been  built.  105  Cedar 
Street,  originally  63  Cedar  Street,  was  built  on  part  of  a large  tract  of  land  owned  in  1870  by  the  Boutelle  family.  In  1878  the  street  was 
extended  to  the  north.  Two  front  gabled  homes  at  the  present  101&  105  Cedar  Street  had  been  built  on  the  same  lot  by  1895.  Small  cottages 
like  these  were  affordable  to  the  prospering  working  class  family,  their  compact  floor  plans  were  economical  to  heat  and  elaborate  machined 
decorative  mill  work  was  readily  available  by  1870  in  architectural  woodworking  shops  set  up  along  the  North  Nashua  River. 

In  1908  Albert  L.  Town  bought  105  Cedar.  Mr.  Town  was  a carpenter  and  builder,  who  used  the  house  as  his  home  and  work  address.  In 
1915  Mr.  Town  sold  the  house  to  George  Baldwin,  an  employee  of  the  New  England  Telephone  & Telegraph  Company.  Baldwin  and  his 
wife  Mima  resided  at  105  Cedar  for  several  years.  105  Cedar  Street  continued  to  be  used  as  a single-family  residence.  Albert  Payson 
currently  owns  the  building. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ 5^^  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

“Streets”  Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Subject  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 
Taylor,  Anthony  R.  Fitchburg  Building  Traditions.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  n.d. 

n Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 


Area  K Form  2118 

112  Cedar  Street 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5"  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 


Sketch  Map 


1 »o 


-,TV  • 


175 

1 n 1 

172 

210 

113 

107 

17  3 

164 

206 

205 

108 

105 

71 

.7 

162 

202 

200 

201 

102  pOl 

vh  m " 

3 

158 

194 

197 

91' 

1 

188 

189 

& 

1 

150 

181  6 

82  'o 

83 

182 

148 

174 

173  ^ 

74 

73 

140 

1 

Ad 

-- 

70 

67 

Recorded  by  Julie 

Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


21^: 

.74 

7 

68 

64 

60 


50 


N 

A 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Assessor’s  Number 

uses  Quad 

Area(s) 

Form  Number 

4898 

K 

2118 

village)  Upper  Common 


1 12  Cedar  St 


Town  Fitchburg 
Place  ( neighborhood  or 

Address 
Historic  Name 

Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 
Source 
Style/Form 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 
Foundation  Granite 


Arthur  H.  Hall  & Edward  W. 
Pierce  House 

Multi-Family  Residential 

Multi-Family  Residential 

c 1875 

Style 

Queen  Anne 


Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboard 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (w/f/t  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^ no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Located  on  an  elevated  corner  lot.  A rock  wall  topped  by  a white 
picket  fence  separates  the  house  from  the  sidewalk. 


Follow  Massachusett  ^listorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo”  completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 


The  two-story  Queen  Anne  located  at  1 12  Cedar  Street  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  a rectangular  plan  on  a granite  foundation.  This 
five-by-two  bay  dwelling  faces  north.  The  house  terminates  in  a side  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  gable  features  arched  wooden  panels 
and  spindle  work  above  two,  2/2  double  hung  wood  sash  window.  A louvered  attic  vent  is  located  behind  the  arched  woodwork.  Another 
architectural  detail  on  the  gable  end  includes  the  boxed  cornice  returns  supported  by  scrolled  wood  brackets.  A brick  chimney  with  a 
corbelled  brick  cap  is  located  at  the  east  end  of  the  principal  elevation.  The  exterior  walls  of  this  dwelling  are  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  A 
single  wood  panel  door  that  is  slightly  recessed  from  the  principal  elevation  provides  access  to  the  building.  The  windows  of  the  residence  are 
2/2,  double  hung  sash  marked  by  a simple  wood  surround. 

A local  example  of  an  early  Queen  Anne  on  a corner  site.  1 12  Cedar  has  retained  many  of  its  original  material,  i.e.  wood  clapboards,  slate 
roof,  and  distinguishing  characteristics,  including  original  wood  windows,  wood  trim,  eave  brackets,  gable  end  spindle  work  and  panels. 

While  the  dwelling  is  similar  to  other  2-*/2-story  front  gable  end  Queen  Anne  like  200-210  Highland  Avenue,  it  responds  to  its  corner  site  with 
the  main  entrance  on  Pearl  Street  rather  than  a gable  end  entry  on  cedar. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  {or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  Fitchburg’s  population  rapidly  increased.  Large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  Main  Street 
were  developed  to  provided  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families. 

In  1870  Cedar  Street  ran  from  Congress  to  Concord  Street.  Lots  along  the  street  were  laid  out,  although  no  houses  had  been  built.  In  1878 
Cedar  Street  was  extended  to  the  north.  1 12  Cedar  Street,  originally  66  Cedar  Street/105  Pearl,  was  built  on  part  of  a large  lot  owned  in  1870 
by  Henry  A.  Dickson.  The  Dickson  house  lot  was  divided  in  half  and  three  small  lots  facing  Cedar  were  parceled  off  from  the  house  lot  at 
189  Pearl  Street  after  1870. 

Arthur  H.  Hall  & Edward  W.  Pierce  lived  at  1 12  Cedar  from  1910s-1940s.  Hall  ran  a trucking  business  from  his  home.  In  the  1940s  the 
residence  became  the  home  of  Alfred  E.  Bedard  who  lived  there  until  the  1970s,  the  second  unit  remaining  vacant  for  several  years  in  the 
1960s-1970s.  The  home  remains  a two-unit  and  is  currently  owned  by  Annamaria  Pennettii.  The  dwelling  is  typical  of  an  original  multifamily 
dwelling  built  during  the  period  of  Fitchburg’s  rapid  growth. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Eitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 


Area  K Form  2119 

9 Clinton  Street 


FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


7510 


K 


2119 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2"  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 


9 Clinton  St 
Lorenzo  Barker  House 
Multi-Family  Residential 
Residential 


Date  of  Construction  ca.  1860 
Source  Style 

Style/Form  Italianate 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 
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Foundation  Brick 

Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (wtV/t  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with  vinyl 
siding.  The  windows  on  the  side  elevation  have  been  removed. 
Converted  to  a two-family  residence  ca.  1890. 

Condition  Poor 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

The  house  is  set  on  a flat  lot  approximately  40  feet  from  the 
street.  The  front  yard  is  dominated  by  a mature  deciduous  tree 
and  delineated  by  a hurricane  fence. 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


hollow  Massachusett  ’’'storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr  'ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

9 Clinton  is  a two-and-one-half  story  Italianate  that  has  been  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  The  wood-frame  building  adopts  a rectangular  plan  and 
rests  on  a brick  foundation.  This  two-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces  west.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A 
single  2/2  window  is  exhibited  in  the  gable.  Paired  brackets  and  a wide  cornice  define  the  eaves.  A brick  chimney  is  located  at  the  east  end  of 
the  property.  A hooded  entrance  marks  the  principal  elevation.  A hipped  roof  bay  window  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  principal  entrance. 
Windows  on  the  west  facade  are  symmetrically  arranged  and  are  1/1  double  hung  sash;  small  single-light  casements  are  asymmetrically 
located  on  the  south  elevation.  The  walkway  from  the  street  to  the  entrance  is  protected  by  a modern  wood  frame  structure  that  terminates  in  a 
shed  roof. 

Typical  in  scale  and  form  to  the  other  gable  end  2 1/2  story  Italianate  dwellings  in  the  neighborhood,  9 Clinton  retains  its  paired  eave 
brackets,  entry  door,  and  door  hood. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  Fitchburg’s  population  rapidly  increased.  Large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  Main  Street 
were  developed  to  provided  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families.  Larger  homes  were  converted  to  multi-  family  dwellings,  as  the 
need  for  housing  increased. 

Built  before  1870  9 Clinton  Street  was  the  home  of  Lorenzo  Barker,  a carpenter,  from  the  1860s- 1890s.  Around  the  turn  of  the  century  the 
house  was  converted  to  a two  family.  One  long  term  resident  was  George  F.  Oliver,  a saw  filer,  who  lived  in  one  of  the  units  from  the  1920s 
until  the  1960s.  The  current  owner  of  the  two-unit  is  Jesus  Malane. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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45  Clinton  Street 


Oils  -'»no^ 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 
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(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
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Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
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Date  (month /year)  April  2000 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 

Address  45  Clinton  St 

Historic  Name  Hubert  C Bartlett  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 

Original  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1882-1887 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Stick 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Brick 

Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding/Asphalt  Shingles 

Roof  Slate 


N* 

^ 153" 

1 * 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

^ 95 

149 

14 
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,0  61 

141 

14C 
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Major  Alterations  (wt7/t  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with  vinyl 

130 

siding  on  the  first  floor  and  with  asphalt  shingles  on  the  second. 

U 57 

123 

124 

119 

122 

2 4 1 

17  120 
t 1 « 

Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  CH  yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  an  elevated  lot  approximately  25  feet  from  the  sidewalk. 
Lot  is  retained  by  a rock  and  concrete  wall. 


Follow  Massachuself^  ’’istorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fc  ''ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  Queen  Anne  exhibits  Stick  Style  influences.  The  residence  is  constructed  of  wood  frame  and  adopts  an  L-shaped 
plan  on  a brick  foundation.  This  two-by-one-bay  house  is  oriented  to  the  west  and  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof.  The  gable  is  decorated 
with  wooden  truss  work.  Scrolled  wood  brackets  support  the  slate  roof.  A single  1/1  double  hung  sash  window  is  located  in  the  gable.  The 
building  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding  on  the  first  floor  and  asphalt  siding  on  the  second.  A shed  roof  porch  supported  by  a wood  post  and  a bay 
window  marks  the  principal  elevation.  The  porch  comprises  an  open  bay  and  the  bay  window,  similar  to  many  of  the  other  houses  in  the  area. 
Windows  of  the  bay  window  are  narrow  triple,  1/1,  double  hung  sash.  The  rest  of  the  windows  on  the  dwelling  are  2/2,  double  hung  sash.  A 
secondary  entrance  to  the  building  is  located  on  the  side  ell.  A one-story  porch  that  terminates  in  a shed  roof  marks  this  entrance.  The  porch 
features  decorative  brackets  and  spindle  work  between  the  wood  posts  that  support  the  roof. 

Similar  in  form  and  scale  to  its  neighbors  45  Clinton  Street  has  retained  a higher  degree  of  integrity  of  distinguishing  characteristics,  i.e. 

Wood  windows,  verge  boards,  eave  brackets,  column  spindle  work,  window  hoods,  and  the  locally  rare  decorative  wood  truss. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles 

In  1870  Clinton  Street  extended  two  lots  north  of  Congress  Street,  by  1882  the  Street  had  been  extended  to  Orange  Street,  and  by  1895  had 
continued  to  be  extended  to  Pearl  Street. 

45  Clinton  Street  was  built  between  1882  and  1887  on  land  belonging  to  the  Boutelle  Family.  Hubert  C.  Bartlett,  a printer,  and  his  wife,  Ella 
M Bartlett,  lived  in  the  house  during  the  first  decades  of  the  twentieth  century  until  the  1930s.  The  house  then  became  the  home  of  Frederick 
N.  Miles  and  his  wife,  Annie  P.,  who  remained  in  the  house  until  the  1960s.  The  current  owner  of  the  two-family  residence  is  Raymond  W. 
Varney. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

O Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 


95  Clinton  St 

George  T Greenwood  House 
Residential 
Residential 
1930 


Source  City  Directories 

Style/Form  Craftsman 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Rusticated  Concrete  Block 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Shingles 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates)  The  windows  have  been 
altered. 


Condition  Fair 
Moved  K no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  approximately  50  feet  from  the  sidewalk  on  a steeply  sloped 
lot. 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachusef  ''istorical  Commission  Sw^ey  Manual  instructions  fr-  ‘-ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

One  of  two  Craftsman  bungalows  in  the  Highland  Avenue  area,  this  Bungalow  adopts  a rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a rusticated  concrete 
block  foundation.  This  six-bay  wide  by  six-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  west  on  Clinton  Street.  The  residence  terminates  in  a side  gable  roof, 
broken  by  a centrally  located  gable  dormer  on  the  front,  a common  Craftsman  detail.  An  exterior  end  chimney  is  located  on  the  north 
elevation.  The  roof  is  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  shingles.  The  principal  elevation  features  a one-bay 
gable  porch  supported  by  wood  posts  that  rest  on  a wood  deck.  A row  of  five,  1/1,  double  hung  sash  replacement  windows  is  located  to  the 
north  of  the  porch.  A secondary  entrance  protected  by  a bracketed  hipped  roof  is  located  on  the  north  elevation.  A modern  Palladian  window 
also  is  located  on  the  north  elevation;  arched  windows  flank  the  chimneystack.  Despite  the  window  modifications,  this  building  retains  many 
of  its  Craftsman  details,  including  the  low  pitch  roof,  overhanging  eaves  and  the  central  dormer. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  in  1930  the  first  resident  was  George  T.  Greenwood,  a dentist.  The  Fitchburg  Housing  Authority  currently  owns  the  building. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Address  3 Congress  Street 

Historic  Name  Henry  R.  French  House 

Uses:  Present  Residential 

Original  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1 870- 1 882 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Italianate 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Sketch  Map 


Foundation  Brick 
Wall/Trim  Masonry  Shingles 
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Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 

The  building  is  clad  with  synthetic  siding. 


Condition  Fair 

Moved  Kl  no  n yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Setting 

Built  on  a raised  lot  approximately  15  feet  from  the  sidewalk. 
The  front  yard  is  retained  by  a concrete  wall. 


Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachuset!'  f'storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo  ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  one-and-one-half  story  Italianate  adopts  a rectangular  plan  on  a brick  foundation.  This  three-by-three-bay  dwelling  faces  north.  The 
residence  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A triangular  louvered  attic  vent  is  located  in  the  gable.  The  building  is  clad 
with  synthetic  siding.  The  principal  entrance  is  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  principal  elevation.  A bracketed  hood  protects  the  doorway. 
Windows  throughout  the  building  are  2/2,  double  hung  sash. 

A local  example  of  a modest  front  gable  end  dwelling.  3 Congress  Street  has  retained  some  distinguishing  characteristics,  including  original 
wood  windows  and  entry  hood. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1870  and  1882,  3 Congress  Street  was  in  1895  a one-and-one-half  story  gable  house  with  a one-story  rear  ell.  A twentieth 
century  addition  to  the  ell  increased  the  width  of  the  ell  to  the  width  of  the  house.  In  1914  the  resident  was  Henry  R.  French,  an  employee  of 
Cowdrey  Machine  Works.  Henry  died  between  1914-1920  and  his  widow,  Isabella  and  their  sons,  Harry,  a baker,  and  Alvah,  a chauffeur 
continued  to  live  in  the  house  until  the  late  1920s.  In  1930  the  house  was  the  residence  of  three  families,  by  1940  the  house  had  once  again 
become  a single-family  residence.  Harry  G.  and  Pearl  Underwood  currently  own  the  house. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3"  or  3-1/2"  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 

Address  24  Congress  Street 

Historic  Name  Congress  Street  Tenements 
Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 

Original  Muti-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1 887-1 895 

Source  Atlases  & Maps 

Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 
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Recorded  by 

Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects, 

LLC 

Organization 

City  of  Fitchburg 

Office  of  Planning 

Coordinator 


Foundation  Granite/Brick 

Wall/Trim  Brick 

Roof  Unknown 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

U 

^ ^ Major  Alterations  ( with  dates) 

Porch  details  have  been  removed. 

Condition  Fair 

Moved  S no  n yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  back  from  the  sidewalk  approximately  10  feet. 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachusett- 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  three-story  brick  tenement  located  at  24  Congress  occupies  a rectangular  plan.  It  is  the  only  multi-unit  brick  apartment  building  in  the 
neighborhood.  This  structure  terminates  in  a flat  roof  with  parapet  marked  by  a wide  band  cornice  on  the  south  elevation  and  decorative 
brickwork  down  the  side  elevations.  The  brick  walls  of  the  building  rest  on  a raised  brick  and  granite  foundation.  The  principal  fa9ade 
features  a three-story  wood  frame  porch  flanked  by  three  story  bay  windows  constructed  of  brick.  The  first  floor  of  the  porch  comprises  three 
wooden  entrance  doors  accessed  by  a wide  set  of  granite  steps;  two  doors  are  located  at  the  second  and  third  floors.  The  1/1,  double  hung 
windows  throughout  the  structure  are  symmetrically  arranged  and  marked  by  a brick  arch  and  granite  sill.  Three  interior  chimneys  rise  on  the 
west  side  of  the  roof 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased,  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1887  and  1895  the  brick  tenements  at  24  Congress  St  have  provided  housing  for  working  class  families.  In  the  first  half  of  the 
Twentieth-century  residents  worked  in  Fitchburg  industries  like  Putnam  Machine  Works  and  Simonds  Manufacturing.  During  the  1970s  & 
1980s  several  of  the  units  were  vacant.  E.  Thomas  and  Joanne  Donnelly  currently  own  the  six-unit  building. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston;  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2"  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Address  27  Congress  Street 

Historic  Name  Francis  W.  Towne  Bam 

Uses:  Present  Residential 

Original  Barn 

Date  of  Construction  1 870- 1887 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Greek  Revival/Italianate 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 
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Foundation  Concrete 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboard 
Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates)  The  roof  is  sheathed  with 
asphalt  shingles. 

Original  outbuilding  converted  to  residential  use  1914-1916 

Condition  Fair 
Moved  no  O yes  Date 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  approximately  15  feet  from  the  sidewalk.  The  lawn  is 
delineated  by  a wood  picket  fence. 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachusell'  ''istorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo-  "ompleting  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


/<A 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  one-and-one-half  story  Italianate  adopts  a rectangular  plan  on  a concrete  foundation.  Smaller  in  scale  than  the  neighboring  2nd  Empire 
and  Queen  Anne  residences,  this  dwelling  is  a local  example  of  the  common  conversion  of  former  outbuildings  converted  to  modest 
residences.  The  two-by-two-bay  residence  faces  north.  The  house  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt.  A brick  chimney 
with  corbelled  cap  is  located  on  the  west  side.  A small  louvered  attic  vent  is  located  in  the  gable  above  a pair  of  one-over-one  light,  double 
hung  sash.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  The  principal  entrance  is  located  on  the  east  side  of  the  principal  elevation.  The 
doorway  is  located  within  a vestibule  that  terminates  in  a shed  roof.  The  door  is  flanked  by  nine-light  casement  windows.  To  the  west  of  the 
vestibule  are  paired  1/1,  double  hung  sash  windows.  All  of  the  window  openings  are  marked  by  a simple  wood  surround  and  sill. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

In  1870  the  lot  now  occupied  by  27  Congress  was  the  rear  of  the  Francis  W.  Towne  house  lot  at  89  Myrtle.  Towne  was  a gas  filler  at  H.J. 
Kimballs.  By  1887  the  small  one-and-one-half  story  outbuilding  had  been  constructed  to  the  rear  of  the  house.  In  1914  89  Myrtle  was  the 
home  of  John  Leroy,  a conducter  for  the  Fitchburg  & Leominster  Street  Railway  and  the  building  to  the  rear  remained  an  outbuilding.  In 
1916  the  barn  had  been  converted  to  a residence  and  was  the  home  of  Henry  E Mclnerney,  a clerk  at  the  Boston  & Maine  RR  freight  house.’ 
Since  its  conversion  the  house  has  had  no  long  term  residents  and  in  1980  was  listed  in  City  Directories  as  vacant.  Gregory  Scott  Pelton  is  the 
current  owner.  This  dwelling  is  typical  of  an  early  home  divided  into  a multifamily  residence. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


□ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5"  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 
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K 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 


59  Congress  Street 
Thomas  J.  Downy  House 
Residential 
Residential 
1920 


Source  City  Directories 
Style/F  orm  Craftsman 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Rusticated  Concrete  Block 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Shingles 

Roof  Asphalt  Shingles 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  (w/7/i  dates) 
Front  porch  has  been  glassed  in  c 1960. 


Condition  Good 

Moved  S no  O yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  back  from  the  sidewalk  approximately  10  feet  on  a relatively 
flat  site. 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachusell  ’'storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  ft  'unpleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  Craftsman  style  Bungalow,  one  of  two  Craftsman  bungalows  in  the  Highland  Avenue  area,  59  Congress  Street  retains  a higher  degree  of 
integrity  of  its  distinguishing  characteristics  than  95  Clinton  Street.  59  Congress  Street  adopts  a rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a rusticated 
concrete  block  foundation.  This  three-bay  wide  by  three-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  north  on  Congress  Street.  The  residence  terminates  in  a 
side  gable  roof,  broken  by  a centrally  located  gable  dormer  on  the  front,  a common  Craftsman  detail.  An  exterior  end  chimney  is  located  on 
the  east  elevation  and  a chimney  pierces  the  roof  at  the  rear.  The  roof  is  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood 
shingles.  The  principal  elevation  features  a full  width  front  porch  that  terminates  in  a shallow  shed  roof  supported  by  heavy  flared  columns. 
The  base  of  the  porch  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  The  rafter  tails  of  the  roof  are  exposed.  The  arched  openings  of  the  porch  are  infilled  with 
louvered  glass  windows.  The  rest  of  the  windows  of  this  dwelling  are  1/1,  double  hung  sash.  A shed  roof  bay  window  is  located  on  the  east 
elevation. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles 

Built  in  1920,  the  first  residence  was  Thomas  J.  Downey,  a foreman  at  Simonds  Manufacturing  Co.  Downy  occupied  the  house  until  the 
1950s  when  it  became  the  residence  of  Arthur  E.  Graham.  Graham,  a foreman  for  the  General  Electric  Co.  lived  in  the  house  until  the  1970s. 
William  A.  Lorigan  is  the  current  owner. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


n Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Build^g 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 


63  Congress  St 
Dr  T.  H.  Morin 
Single-Family  Residential 
Single-Family  Residential 
1870-1882 


Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Italianate 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 
Wall/Trim  Wood  Shingle 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  f w///t  dates) 
Windows  have  been  replaced. 


Condition 

Moved  Kl  no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Built  on  a relatively  flat  corner  lot.  The  house  is  setback 
approximately  30  feet  from  Congress  Street. 


Follow  Massachuse'  "’listorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  ^ completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  Italianate  adopts  an  irregular  plan  and  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  This  three-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces  north. 
The  house  terminates  in  an  intersecting  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A small  round  window  is  located  within  the  gable.  A cupola  that 
terminates  in  a pyramidal  roof  is  centered  on  the  roof.  A single  1/1,  double  hung  sash  window  is  located  on  the  north  side  of  the  cupola.  The 
building  is  clad  with  wood  shingles.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  an  enclosed  porch,  which  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with 
asphalt.  A bay  window  on  the  west  elevation  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  Many  of  the  windows  of  this 
dwelling  have  been  replaced  with  1/1 -vinyl  sash  windows.  63  Congress  Street  retains  an  average  degree  of  integrity  of  its  distinguishing 
characteristics  i.e.  eave  trim,  brackets,  especially  the  building  form,  an  L-shaped  plan  with  a central  projecting  tower. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1870  and  1882  the  Italianate  house  was  in  1895  the  home  of  Dr  T.  H.  Morin.  In  1914  it  was  the  home  of  the  and  William  J. 
Townsend  family,  including:  Ernest  J.,  a clerk  at  Worcester  North  Savings  Institution;  Minnie  M.,  a cashier  at  Great  Atlantic  & Pacific  Tea 
Co.;  William  J.,  a manager  at  Great  Atlantic  & Pacific  Tea  Co.  From  the  late  teens  until  the  1950s  the  house  was  the  residence  of  Frank  H. 
Hassett,  a car  inspector  for  the  Boston  & Maine  Railroad.  In  the  1960s- 1970s  the  house  became  the  residence  of  John  D.  Quinn  and  Skyline 
Engineers,  chimney  repairers.  In  1980  City  Directories  list  the  property  as  vacant.  The  current  owner  is  Jewel  Lee. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2"  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 
Source 
Style/Form 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


7 1 Congress  St 
James  B.  Dailey  House 
Single-Family  Residential 
Single-Family  Residential 
1870-1882 
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Italianate 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Shingle 

Roof  Unknown 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates)  The  building  has  been  altered 
with  the  addition  of  modern  first  floor  windows,  modern  shutters 
and  the  removal  of  the  attached  barn. 


Condition  Fair 
Moved  K]  no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  an  elevated  site  approximately  5 feet  above  and  15  feet 
from  the  sidewalk. 


Follow  Massachuse'  ’listorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  f 'Completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 


Similar  in  form  and  scale  to  its  neighbors  at  39  & 67  Cedar,  7 1 Congress  Street  has  retained  a lesser  degree  of  integrity  of  it  distinguishing 
characteristics,  primarily  its  form,  projecting  eave,  supporting  brackets  and  the  rhythm  of  its  openings. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  Italianate  adopts  an  irregular  plan  and  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces  north. 
The  house  terminates  in  a hipped  roof.  A cornice  with  paired  brackets  defines  the  eave.  The  walls  of  the  residence  are  clad  with  wood 
shingles.  A one-bay  porch  that  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  marks  the  principal  elevation.  Wood  posts  resting  on  an  enclosed  balustrade 
support  the  roof.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  l/l,  double-hung  sash  replacements.  A simple  wood  surround  marks  each  window. 
A two-story  ell  is  located  on  the  east  elevation  of  the  building.  A one-story  porch  that  terminates  marks  the  first  floor  in  a hipped  roof. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

7 1 Congress  Street  was  built  between  1870-1882.  In  1895  a large  barn  was  attached  to  the  ell  of  the  existing  house.  The  barn  was  removed 
and  the  lot  divided  to  accommodate  the  construction  of  73  Congress  Street  ca  1896.  In  1914  the  house  was  the  residence  of  James  B.  Dailey, 
an  employee  of  C.W.  Bennett  shoe  manufacturers.  The  house  was  the  residence  of  Armond  Hayden  (1930s- 1940s),  Harold  C.  Lacy  (1940s), 
Wilfred  F.  LeBlanc  (1950s-1980s).  LaBlanc  was  a teacher  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  Eitchburg.  The  current  owners  are 
Mark  & Juanita  Howland. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  O see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 


74  Congress  St 
Charles  H.  Glazier  House 
Single  Family  Residential 
Single  Family  Residential 
c 1890 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 
Source  Style 

Style/Form  Queen  Anne 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 
Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Built  on  an  elevated  corner  lot  approximately  6 feet  above  and  30 
feet  from  Congress  Street.  The  lot  is  separated  from  the  sidewalk 
by  a block  retaining  wall. 


Follow  Massachuset'  ''jstorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr  '•ompleting  this  form. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  gable  Queen  Anne  is  constructed  of  wood-frame  and  adopts  an  irregular  plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three- 
bay  wide  and  four-bays  deep  residence  faces  south.  The  house  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate;  a pedimented  gable  projects  on 
the  west  end  of  the  facade.  A window  is  featured  in  the  gable.  A large  dormer  is  located  on  the  east  elevation.  Paired  6/6  windows  are 
located  within  the  dormer.  An  interior  brick  chimney  with  corbelled  cap  pierces  the  north  elevation  roof  plane.  The  building  is  clad  with 
wood  clapboards.  A one-story  wrap-around  porch  spans  the  first  floor  of  the  fagade.  Slender  turned  columns  support  a hipped  roof.  The 
balustrade  features  simple  wood  balusters.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  regularly  spaced,  2/2,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate 
plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  A secondary  entrance  is  located  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  dwelling.  This  entrance  features  a 
hipped  roof  supported  by  brackets.  74  Congress  Street  retains  a high  degree  of  integrity  of  its  distinguishing  characteristics  i.e.  decorative 
shingles,  wood  windows,  machines  detailed  porch,  door  hood,  corbelled  brick  chimney,  and  slate  roof. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

74  Congress  Street  was  built  ca  1890.  In  1895  it  first  appears  on  city  maps  on  land  owned  in  1870  by  the  Damon  family.  74  Congress  was 
the  home  of  Charles  H Glazier,  Fitchburg’s  public  weigher,  from  1893-1916.  Glazier  served  as  the  public  weigher  c 1903-1915.  Prior  to 
becoming  the  public  weigher  he  was  a foreman  at  E.FB  & Co.  The  public  scales  were  located  at  49  Water  Street  near  the  railroad  station.  In 
1920  John  J Dolan,  an  employee  of  Simonds  Manufacturing  Company  lived  at  74  Congress.  The  Dolan  family  would  remain  in  the  house 
until  the  1950s.  Additional  residents  include  Charles  McManus  (1960s),  Roland  Smith  (1970s  &1980s),  and  the  current  owners  William  & 
Marjorie  Cotter. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts;  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 


77  Congress  St 
Edward  J.  Welch  House 
Single  Family  Residential 
Single  Family  Residential 


Date  of  Construction  1882-1 895 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 
Wall/Trim  Wood  Shingles 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  (vv/V/t  dates) 


Condition  Fair 
Moved  H no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a corner  lot  approximately  15  feet  from  the  sidewalk  on 
Congress  Street. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  residence  is  constructed  of  wood  and  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  The  two-by-three-bay  house  faces  north  and 
terminates  in  side  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A three-story  tower  is  located  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  principal  elevation.  The  tower 
terminates  in  a pyramidal  roof  and  features  1/1,  double-hung  sash  windows.  The  walls  of  the  house  are  clad  with  wood  shingles.  The 
principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story,  four-bay  porch,  which  terminates  in  a shed  roof.  The  porch  roof  is  supported  by  wood  posts, 
which  rest  on  an  enclosed  balustrade.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash.  A one-and-one-half-story  garage  is 
located  to  the  south  of  the  dwelling.  This  garage  terminates  in  a side  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A gable  on  the  north  elevation  marks  the 
entrance  to  the  garage. 

77  Congress  Street  has  retained  many  of  its  distinguishing  characteristics,  particularly  unusual  is  the  quantity  of  sashes  with  patterned  glass,  an 
atypical  detail  not  found  in  the  neighboring  Queen  Anne’s. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  1882-1895  77  Congress  Street  was  in  1903  the  home  of  Edward  J Welch.  Welch  was  the  proprietor  of  E.J.  Welch  Brass  Foundry, 
treasurer  of  New  England  Truck  Co,  and  president  & manager  of  Union  Screen  Plate  Co.  All  of  his  businesses  operated  out  of  the  Foundry 
location  at  86  Lunenburg,  at  the  corner  of  Congress  on  the  lot  adjacent  to  his  residence.  Edward  J.  Welch  occupied  the  house  until  the  1920s. 
From  the  1920s-1950s  the  house  was  the  residence  of  Welch’s  son,  Edward  V.  Welch,  a molder  at  E.J.  Welch  Brass  Foundry.  In  the  1960s 
the  house  became  the  residence  of  the  Stratton  family.  Stephen  Stratton  was  the  treasurer  of  T-Bird  Pizza  Inc.,  in  1970.  The  Strattons  are  the 
current  owners  of  the  house. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  O see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

The  Fitchburg  Sentinel.  Fitchburg,  A Quality  City:  A Manufacturing  and  Mercantile  Review.  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  The  Fitchburg 
Sentinel,  March  23,1912. 

□ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Fitchburg 


77  CONGRESS  STREET 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 

Ca.  1890  the  EJ  Welch  Brass  Foundry  was  built  on  Lunenburg  Street.  The  one  story  brick  building  with  a skylight  was  built  adjacent 
to  the  two  story  Fitchburg  File  Works  building  at  80  Lunenburg  Street.  The  File  Works  building  in  1927  had  become  part  of  the 
Complex  of  buildings  housing  the  foundry,  New  England  Truck  Co  and  Union  Screen  Plate  Co.  The  1927  Sanborn  Insurance  map 
shows  the  File  Works  building  as  being  used  for  the  storage  of  castings.  The  garage  buildings  were  built  ca  1910  and  first  utilized  by 
Welch’s  Peerless  Motor  Car  Co  repair  and  reassembling  garage  he  operated  in  conjunction  with  FS  Suthergreen,  a former  traveling 
repair  expert  for  the  Peerless  Company.  The  garage  buildings  were  constructed  of  brick,  steel  beams  and  concrete  floors  and  could 
hold  fifty  to  sixty  cars.' 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 


9 Highland  Ave 
Mrs.  Fannie  Choate  House 
Multi-Family  Residential 
Residential 


Date  of  Construction  1 870- 1 882 

Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Second  Empire 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Asbestos  Shingles 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 
Asbestos  siding  and  replacement  windows. 


Condition  Fair 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting  Set  on  a steeply  sloping  corner  lot  approximatly  5 feet 
from  the  sidewalk  on  Highland. 


Follow  Massachusetf  ’’slorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr  ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  Second  Empire  is  constructed  of  wood  and  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces 
west . The  building  similar  to  28  & 44  High  Street  terminates  in  a classic  mansard  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  steep  sides  of  the  roof  are 
broken  by  dormers,  two  on  the  principal  elevation  and  two  on  the  side.  Each  dormer  features  a single,  1/1  double  hung  sash  window 
exhibiting  a pedimented  wooden  architrave.  A chimney  is  located  on  the  east  end  of  the  building.  A bracketed  cornice  defines  the  eave. 

The  walls  of  the  residence  are  clad  with  asbestos  siding.  A hooded  entrance  marks  the  principal  elevation.  Wood  brackets  support  the  roof  of 
the  entrance.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash.  A simple  wood  surround  marks  each  window.  Two,  two-story 
bay  windows  are  located  on  the  south  elevation  of  the  building.  The  bay  windows  rise  from  granite  foundations  and  terminate  in  flat  roofs  at 
the  eave  line.  A bracketed  cornice  marks  each  story  of  the  bay. 

Similar  in  form  and  scale  to  its  neighbors  at  28  & 44  Highland.  Despite  the  application  of  asbestos  shingle  siding,  9 Highland  Avenue  has 
retained  a high  degree  of  integrity  of  its  distinguishing  characteristics  relative  to  other  Second  Empire  buildings  on  the  lower  end  of  Highland 
Avenue,  including  it  slate  roof,  dormers  with  pedimented  wood  architraves  and  bracketed  wood  cornice. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Eitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1870-1882  9 Highland  was  in  1914  the  home  of  Mrs  Fannie  Choate,  widow  of  Fred  R.  Choate.  Mrs.  Choate  lived  in  the 
residence  until  the  1940s.  After  her  removal,  the  house  was  converted  to  a three  unit.  One  long  term  resident  was  Paul  Vizigian,  a spotter  at 
Star  Cleaners.  The  current  owner  of  the  nine  unit  dwelling  is  Clark  A.  Straight. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ 5^^  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachu.setts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda;  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


O Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Lxibel photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  {month /year)  April  2000 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address  14  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  Samuel  D.  Smith  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 

Original  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  ca  1860 
Source  Style,  and  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Italianate 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Two-and-one-half  story  barn  clad  with  wood  clapboards  is  located 
at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  house. 

Major  Alterations  fw/f/j  dates)  The  roof  is  sheathed  with 
asphalt  shingles. 


Condition  Good 
Moved  K]  no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a steeply  sloping  site  setback  from  the  sidewalk 
approximately  20  feet.  A driveway  to  the  south  of  the  hou.se  leads 
to  the  barn.  A hedgerow  separates  the  house  from  the  street. 


Follow  MassachuseiUi^islorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  f^^pmpleting  this  form. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  Italianate  similar  to  32  Highland  adopts  a rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-by-four- 
bay  dwelling  faces  east.  The  building  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt.  A single  two-over-two-light  window  is  exhibited 
in  the  gable.  The  exterior  walls  are  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  A recessed  doorway  at  the  south  end  of  the  fa9ade  marks  the  principal 
elevation.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  2/2,  double-hung  sash.  A simple  wood  surround  with  entablature  marks  each  window.  A 
one-story  porch  and  one-story  bay  window  are  located  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  building.  A larger  two-and-one-half  story  barn  is  located 
to  the  west  of  the  principal  dwelling.  The  barn  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt. 

Similar  in  form  and  scale  to  its  neighbor  at  32  Highland.  14  Highland  is  good  intact  example  of  a front  gable  side  hall  Italianate  and  has 
retained  many  of  its  distinguishing  characteristics  as  well  its  outbuilding. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased,  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  revival  Styles. 

Built  ca  1860  14  Highland  was  the  residence  of  Samuel  D.  Smith  ca  1870.  Smith  was  employed  at  A.  Davis  Chair  Shop.  In  1895  it  was  the 
residence  of  George  E.  Clifford,  president  of  Wachusett  National  Bank.  By  1914  the  large  house  has  become  a two  unit  and  was  the  residence 
of  Arthur  A.  Sherman,  a clerk  at  Webber  Lumber  and  Supply,  and  Frank  H.  Worster,  a roofer.  Worster  would  live  in  the  house  until  the  1940s 
and  work  for  EJ  Welch’s  New  England  Truck  Co.,  nearby  at  86  Lunenburg  Street.  In  the  1940s  Walter  C.  Martin,  a test  man  at  TelCo  began 
a residency  in  the  house  that  would  continue  to  the  present.  The  house  is  now  a four  unit.  This  dwelling  is  typical  of  an  early  home  divided 
ca  1900  into  a multifamily  residence. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address 
Historic  Name 

Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 


28  Highland  Ave 

Francis  W.  Jackson  & Louis  Provost 
House 

Multi  Family  Residential 
Residential 
1870-1882 


Source  Maps  & Atlases 
Style/Form  Second  Empire 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Brick 

Wall/Trim  Asbestos  Shingles 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

One-story  stuccoed  garage  in  sw  corner  of  lot. 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates)  The  roof  is  sheathed  with 
asphalt  shingles.  The  windows  are  replacements. 


Condition  Poor 
Moved  Kl  no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  approximately  10  feet  from  the  sidewalk  on  a gently  sloping 
site. 


Follow  Massachusett.'^  ''istorical  Commission  Surs’ey  Manual  instructions  fo  -ompleling  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  Second  Empire  similar  to  9 & 44  Highland  is  constructed  of  wood  and  rests  on  a brick  foundation.  The  three-by- 
three-bay  dwelling  faces  east.  The  building  terminates  in  a classic  mansard  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt.  The  steep  sides  of  the  roof  are  broken 
by  dormers,  two  on  the  principal  elevation  and  two  on  the  side.  Each  dormer  features  a single,  1/1,  double-hung  sash  window  surrounded  by 
a pedimented  wooden  architrave.  A dentil  course  defines  the  building’s  eave.  A one-story,  one-bay  porch  that  terminates  in  a mansard  roof 
marks  the  principal  elevation.  Chamfered  wooden  posts  support  the  roof.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash.  Each 
window  is  marked  by  a simple  wood  surround  and  wood  sill.  A three-story  porch  is  located  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  building.  Similar  in 
form  and  scale  to  its  neighbors  at  9 & 44  Highland.  Despite  the  application  of  asbestos  shingle  siding,  28  Highland  Avenue  has  retained  a 
higher  degree  of  integrity  of  its  distinguishing  characteristics  relative  to  other  Second  Empire  buildings  on  the  lower  end  of  Highland  Avenue. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1870-1882  28  Highland  Ave  was  in  1914  the  residence  of  Francis  W.  Jackson,  a paper  hangar,  and  Louis  Provost,  an  employee 
of  Fitchburg  Machine  works.  In  the  1920s  the  house  became  a three  unit.  Tenants  include  Ronald  P.  Mitchell  (c  1970),  a painter  at  Skyline 
Engineers  and  John  & Jean  McAskill  (1960- 1970s).  John  Askill  was  retired  and  Jean  was  a nurse  at  Burbank  Hospital.  The  Lowis  family 
occupied  a unit  from  the  1930s- 1960s.  The  dwelling  is  typical  of  an  original  multifamily  dwelling  built  during  the  period  of  Fitchburg’s  rapid 
growth. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  {month  / year)  April  2000 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 

Address  32  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  George  T.  Lee  House 

Uses:  Present  Residential 

Original  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1 870- 1882 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Italianate 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Brick 

Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Barn  with  gable  roof  at  rear  of  property.  The  barn  is  sheathed 
with  wood  clapboards. 

Major  Alterations  (wi7/i  dates) 

The  building  is  clad  in  vinyl  siding. 

Condition  Fair 
Moved  S no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a gently  sloping  site  approximately  10  feet  from  the 
sidewalk. 


Follow  Massachusetts  'historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo  completing  this  form. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

32  Highland  Avenue  is  a two-and-one-half  story  Italianate.  The  building  adopts  a rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a brick  foundation.  The  three- 
by-four-bay  dwelling  faces  east  and  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A 2/2  window  is  exhibited  in  the  gable.  The  building 
is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a porch,  which  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  roof  is 
supported  by  wood  posts,  which  rest  on  a wooden  platform.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  2/2,  double-hung  sash.  Similar  in  form  and 
scale  to  its  neighbor  at  14  Highland,  32  Highland  is  example  of  a front  end  gable  side  hall  Italianate  and  has  retained  several  of  its 
distinguishing  characteristics,  i.e.  slate  roof,  wood  windows,  wood  entablature  and  bracketed  projecting  entry  porch. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1870-1882  32  Highland  Ave  was  in  1914  the  residence  of  George  T.  Lee,  the  chief  clerk  in  the  Boston  & Maine  Railroad 
engineering  department.  In  1920  William  A.  Howe  was  also  residing  with  Lee  at  32  Highland.  Howe,  a machinist,  continued  to  live  in  the 
house  until  the  1930s.  The  house  continued  to  be  utilized  as  a two  unit  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  twentieth  century  with  now.  In  1980 
the  house  was  listed  as  vacant.  Charles  R.  Pond  currently  owns  the  two  init.  The  dwelling  is  typical  of  an  original  multifamily  dwelling  built 
during  the  period  of  Fitchburg’s  rapid  growth. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address  44  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  Andrew  Pratt  House 

Uses:  Present  Residential 

Original  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1 882- 1887 
Source  Style,  and  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Second  Empire/Italianate  influence 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Brick 

Wall/Trim  Asphalt  Shingles 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Two-and-one-half  story  wood  clapboard  barn. 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 

Third  story  roof  altered  c 1920. 


Condition  Fair 
Moved  K no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a gently  sloping  site  approximately  10  feet  from  the 
sidewalk.  A drive  to  the  north  of  the  house  leads  to  the  barn  in 
northwest  corner  of  the  house. 
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BUILDING  FORM 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  building  is  constructed  in  the  Second  Empire  style.  The  building  is  constructed  of  wood  and  rests  on  a brick 
foundation.  The  two-by-two-bay  residence  faces  east  and  terminates  in  a classic  mansard  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt.  One-over-one  light 
double  hung  sash  windows,  three  on  the  principal  elevation  and  two  on  the  side  break  the  steep  sides  of  the  roof.  A cornice  with  paired 
brackets  and  a dentil  course  defines  the  eave.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story,  wrap-around  porch  that  terminates  in  a hipped 
roof  supported  by  slender  turned  wooden  posts.  The  detailing  of  the  porch  is  similar  to  the  cornice  only  in  a smaller  scale.  Windows 
throughout  the  dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash.  A simple  wood  surround  marks  each  window.  A one-story  bay  window  is  located  on  the 
north  elevation.  A large  two-story  barn  is  located  to  the  northwest  of  the  dwelling.  44  Highland  Avenue  is  similar  in  form  and  scale  to  its 
neighbors  at  9 & 28  Highland.  Despite  the  application  of  asbestos  shingle  siding  and  the  re-working  of  it  Mansard  roof,  44  Highland  Avenue 
has  retained  a higher  degree  of  integrity  of  its  distinguishing  characteristics  relative  to  other  Second  Empire  buildings  on  the  lower  end  of 
Highland  Avenue.  Two  of  its  most  distinguishing  characteristics  are  the  paired  brackets  in  the  cornice,  and  the  wrap  around  porch,  an  atypical 
detail  on  the  neighboring  Second  Empires. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Eitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1882  -1887  44  Highland  was  in  1914  the  residence  and  offices  of  Andrew  Pratt,  real  estate  agent.  In  1920  the  house  had 
become  a multi-family  residence.  The  third  story  roof  was  likely  attached  at  this  time.  In  the  1940s  the  Vigoda  family  began  residing  in  a 
portion  of  the  house.  A member  of  the  Vigoda  family  would  live  there  until  the  1970s.  Morris  Vigoda  (c  1950)  collected  waste  cotton.  His 
widow,  Nettie  lived  in  the  house  during  the  1960s.  Shirley  Vigoda,  an  employee  at  the  Fitchburg  Trading  Post  occupied  the  house  c 1970.  In 
1980  the  house  is  listed  in  city  directories  as  completely  vacant.  The  current  owner  of  the  three-unit  is  Thai  Tioua.  This  dwelling  is  typical  of 
an  early  home  divided  into  a multifamily  residence. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Address  59  Highland  Avenue 

Historic  Name  Willard  L Humes  House 

Uses:  Present  Residential 

Original  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1870-1882 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Stick 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Brick 
Wail/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Asphalt  Shingles 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Rusticated  concrete  block  garage  with  asphalt  roof  shingles  and 
vinyl  siding. 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 

Vinyl  siding 
Asphalt  shingles 


Condition  Fair 
Moved  no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  back  from  the  street  approximately  100  feet. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  front  gable  Stick  Style  residence  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  an  irregular  plan  on  a brick  foundation.  The 
three-bay  dwelling  faces  west  and  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt.  A 1/1  double-hung  sash  window  is  located  in  the 
gable  end.  Interior  brick  chimneys  pierce  the  north  and  south  roof  plane.  The  residence  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  A one-story  porch  spans 
the  first  floor  of  the  facade.  Slender  posts  sitting  on  a wood  deck  support  a hipped  roof.  Porch  details  include  sawn  trim  work  and  brackets. 
Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  regularly  spaced,  1/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  A 
one-car  garage  is  located  to  the  east  of  the  dwelling.  The  garage  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt.  59  Highland  Avenue  is 
distinctive  from  its  neighbors  in  that  it  is  deeply  setback  from  the  street. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles 

Built  between  1870-1882  59  Highland  Avenue  shared  a lot  with  the  residence  at  65  Highland  (MHC  #1303)  ca.  1875.  In  1914  the  small 
house  was  the  home  of  Willard  L.  Humes,  the  private  secretary  to  Mayor  Benjamin  A.  Cook,  the  large  residence  to  the  north  being  occupied 
by  William  Dolan,  an  employee  of  the  Jennison  Co.,  Tin  & Sheet  Iron  Workers.  In  the  1920s  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Alma  & Alice 
Stebbins.  The  Stebbin’s  family  lived  at  that  address  until  the  1940s.  In  the  1940s  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Abel  C Martin.  In  1980 
the  house  is  listed  in  City  directories  as  vacant. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


79  Highland  Ave 
Alfred  F Tarbell  House 
Multi-Family  Residential 
Residential 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 
Date  of  Construction  c 1880 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 

Style/F  orm  Second  Empire 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Asbestos  Shingles 
Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with 
asbestos  shingles 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  back  from  the  sidewalk  approximately  25  feet.  The  slightly 
elevated  lot  is  separated  from  the  sidewalk  by  a granite  curb. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  building  is  constructed  in  the  Second  Empire  style.  The  building  is  constructed  of  wood  and  rests  on  a granite 
foundation.  The  two-by-seven-bay  dwelling  faces  west  and  terminates  in  a classic  mansard  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  steep  sides  of  the 
roof  are  broken  by  dormers,  two  on  the  principal  elevation  and  one  down  the  side.  Each  dormer  features  a single,  one-over-one-light  double 
hung  sash  window  surrounded  by  an  elaborate  arched  wooden  architrave.  A bracketed  cornice  defines  the  buildings  eave.  The  principal 
elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story,  one-bay  porch,  which  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  supported  by  wooden  posts.  The  detailing  of  the  porch 
is  similar  to  the  cornice  only  in  a smaller  scale.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  wood  sash.  A simple  wood  surround 
marks  each  window.  A two-story,  two-bay  porch  is  located  on  the  south  elevation.  The  porch  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  supported  by  wood 
posts.  Similar  in  form  and  scale  to  its  neighbors  at  9.  28  & 44  Highland.  Despite  the  application  of  asbestos  shingle  siding  79  Highland 
Avenue  has  retained  a higher  degree  of  integrity  of  its  distinguishing  characteristics  relative  to  other  Second  Empire  buildings  on  the  lower 
end  of  Highland  Avenue.  Two  of  its  most  distinguishing  characteristics  are  the  bracketed  cornice,  dormers  with  pedimented  wood  architraves, 
bracketed  projecting  entry  porch,  and  the  side  porch,  an  atypical  detail  on  the  neighboring  Second  Empires. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

79  Highland  was  built  ca  1880  on  land  owned  in  1870  by  Franklin  H.  Davis,  who  resided  in  the  house  at  93  Highland  (MHC  # 1307)  ca. 

1855.  1914  Alfred  F.  Tarbell,  a clerk  at  Simonds  Manufacturing  Company,  was  the  resident.  By  1920  the  house  had  become  a three-unit 
residence. 

The  longest  tenancy  during  the  building’s  history  as  a multifamily  residence  was  that  of  the  McGuirk/Burger  family.  In  1920  the  house  was 
the  residence  of  Margaret  E McGuirk,  a stenographer  at  New  England  Telephone  & Telegraph  and  the  widow  of  James  J.  McGuirk;  James 
Small;  and  Wilhelmine  Gosselin,  a dressmaker.  In  1940  Mrs.  McGuirk,  Helen  (McGuirk)  Burger,  a nurse,  and  William  Burger,  a 
maintenance  man,  were  living  in  the  house.  A member  of  the  Burger  family  would  live  in  the  house  until  the  1970s.  In  1980  the  three  units  in 
the  house  are  listed  in  City  directories  as  vacant.  The  three-unit  is  owned  by  Deramory  Osuri. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  O see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdni  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 


11 

Sketch  Map 


n1 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Dzitt  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Address 
Historic  Name 


83/85  Highland  Ave 

Merton  Downs,  Robert  Parks,  and 
Stuart  Smith  Apartments. 


Multi-Family  Residential 
Residential 
ca  1875 


Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 
Source  Style 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 
Wall/Trim  Asbestos  Shingles 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  (w///t  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with 
asbestos  shingles,  portions  of  the  building  are  boarded  up. 


Condition  Poor 
Moved  Kl  no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  back  from  the  sidewalk  approximately  25  feet,  the  slightly 
elevated  lot  is  separated  from  the  sidewalk  by  a granite  curb. 


hollow  Massachuselt  ''(slorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  two-and-one-half  story  Queen  Anne  residence  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  an  irregular  plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-bay 
wide  dwelling  faces  west  and  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate;  decorative  woodwork  is  located  within  the  gable  end.  The 
exterior  walls  are  clad  with  asbestos  shingles.  A one-bay,  wrap-around  porch  marks  the  principal  elevation.  The  porch  terminates  in  a hipped 
roof;  a gable  with  decorative  woodwork  marks  the  entrance  to  the  building.  Slender  Doric  columns  that  rest  on  a wooden  platform  support  the 
roof  of  the  porch.  A two-story  bay  window  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  porch.  The  dormer  terminates  in  a hipped  roof.  A two-story  bay 
window  projects  from  the  south  elevation;  it  is  marked  by  a gable  roof.  In  addition,  a two-story  screened  porch  is  located  on  the  west  end  of 
the  south  elevation.  Windows  of  the  dwelling  are  regularly  spaced,  2/2,  double-hung  wooden  sash.  83/85  Highland  still  retains  some  of  its 
character  defining  features,  including  its  bracketed  projecting  entry  porch  and  wood  windows,  and  is  one  of  the  more  significantly  altered 
dwellings. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  ca  1875  on  land  owned  in  1870  by  Fred  H.  Davis,  83/85  Highland  Avenue  was  in  1914  a three  unit  residential  dwelling.  Mertoun 
Downs,  president  of  H.M.  Downs  Printing  Co;  Robert  Parks,  treasurer  of  the  piping  engineering  and  contracting  company  of  GM  Parks;  and 
Stuart  Smith,  a traveling  salesman  for  GM  Parks,  resided  in  the  house.  In  1930  the  house  was  home  to  five  families,  in  1950,  it  was  converted 
to  six  families.  From  the  1920s-1960s  Frank  & Eva  Silverman  resided  in  one  of  the  units.  The  Silvermans’  dealt  in  old  gold  and  silver.  In 
the  1980s  the  five  family  was  the  residence  of  Timothy  Donovan,  an  employee  of  Collier  Movers;  Joseph  Sova,  a student;  Robert  R.  Dicker,  a 
machinist  at  General  Electric;  Roland  Lussier,  a paperworker;  and  Mrs.  Eleanor  Gould,  an  employee  of  the  Hillcrest  Nursing  home. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


O Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
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Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2  ’’  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
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negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 

Address  116  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  Chester  F.  Lamb  House 

Uses:  Present  Residential 

Original  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1887-1895 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/F  orm  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Foundation  Granite 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards/Shingles  on  gable  ends 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates)  The  roof  is  sheathed  with  asphalt 
shingles. 

Condition  Good 
Moved  Kl  no  CH  yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a relatively  flat  site  approximately  25  feet  from  the 
sidewalk.  A driveway  is  located  to  the  north  of  the  house. 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Follow  MassachuseU  ’ 'islorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  f 'ompleting  this  form. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  front  gable  Queen  Anne  residence,  located  at  1 16  Highland  Ave  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  an  irregular 
plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  two-bay  wide  and  three-bays  deep  dwelling  faces  east  and  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  with  intersecting 
gables  on  the  east  and  south  elevations.  The  roof  is  sheathed  with  asphalt.  The  gables  are  clad  with  staggered  shingles  and  feature  decorative 
wooden  panels  supported  by  brackets  at  the  peak.  A single,  1/1  double  hung  sash  window  is  located  in  the  gable  end  underneath  the  paneling. 
An  interior  brick  chimney  projects  on  the  west  elevation.  The  residence  is  clad  with  wood  clapboard.  A one-story,  two-bay  porch  is  located 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  residence.  Slender  turned  columns  support  a shed  roof;  a pedimented  gable  with  decorative  truss  work  is 
centrally  located  on  the  roof.  The  porch  features  decorative  wood  brackets  and  spindle  work.  A one-bay  wide  by  two-bays  deep  porch  is 
located  at  the  northeast  corner.  The  porch  terminates  in  a shallow  hipped  roof  supported  by  wood  paneled  posts.  Windows  throughout  the 
dwelling  are  regularly  spaced,  1/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  116  Highland  Avenue  retains  a 
high  degree  of  integrity  of  its  distinguishing  Queen  Anne  characteristics  i.e.  decorative  shingles,  decorative  wood  panels,  cornice  brackets, 
machined  porch  details,  and  crenellated  ridge  work. 

HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  revival  Styles. 

Built  1887-1895  1 16  Highland  Avenue  in  1914  was  the  home  of  Chester  F.  Lamb.  Lamb  lived  in  the  house  around  the  turn  of  the  century.  In 
the  1930s  Henry  G.  Bowen  and  his  wife  Margaret  became  the  occupants.  The  Bowens  lived  in  the  house  until  the  1980s.  Henry  Bowen  was 
the  clerk  of  corporation  for  the  Worcester  North  Savings  Institution.  A large  barn  to  the  rear  of  the  house  has  been  demolished  within  the  last 
decade.  In  the  1990s  the  resident  was  Kenneth  Winthrop.  Raymond  Lanzilotti,  Jr.  is  the  current  owner.  The  dwelling  is  typical  of  an  early 
single  family  home. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  O see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston;  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 

Address  123  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  Mercie  A.  Allen  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residence 

Original  Residence 

Date  of  Construction  ca  1865 

Source  Style 

Style/Form  Stick 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 
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Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 
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Foundation  Granite 
Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  ( with  dates) 

Condition  Fair 
Moved  no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  back  approximately  25  feet  from  the  sidewalk  on  an  elevated 
lot.  A low  granite  curb  retains  the  lawn  from  the  sidewalk. 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Follow  MassachuseU  'Uslorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr  ■ completing  this  form. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  front  gable  Stick  Style  residence,  located  at  123  Highland  Ave  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  an  irregular 
plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-bay  wide  and  five-bays  deep  dwelling  faces  west  and  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with 
slate.  The  peak  of  the  gable  is  clad  with  staggered  shingles  and  features  decorative  truss  work.  Two,  2/2  double  hung  sash  windows  are 
located  in  the  gable  end  below  the  decorative  shingle  work.  A two-and-one-half  story  bay  with  gable  roof  projects  from  the  south  elevation. 
An  interior  brick  chimney  pierces  the  south  elevation  roof  plane.  The  residence  is  clad  with  wood  clapboard.  A one-story  porch  spans  the 
first  floor  of  the  fa9ade.  Slender  posts  sitting  on  a wood  deck  support  a shed  roof,  which  exhibits  decorative  wood  brackets,  and  a pedimented 
gable  roof  defines  the  principal  entrance  to  the  building.  The  porch  balustrade  features  decorative  turned  balusters.  Windows  throughout  the 
dwelling  are  regularly  spaced,  2/2,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  In  addition,  windows  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  principal  elevation  are  marked  at  the  top  by  a decorative  segmented  wood  panel.  123  Highland  has  a number  of  locally 
unique  features  that  have  remained  intact.  Although  the  form  and  scale  of  the  building  is  a common  building  type  in  the  area,  the  band  of 
decorative  wood  panels,  wood  gable  truss,  and  porch  baluster  detail  occurs  very  rarely. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  revival  Styles. 

Built  ca  1865,  123  Highland  in  1914  was  the  home  of  Mercie  A.  Allen,  principal  of  the  Practical  Arts  Normal  School,  and  Nellie  B.  Allen,  a 
teacher  at  the  State  Normal  School,  now  Fitchburg  State  College.  In  1920  Fred  Cadwell,  co-owner  of  Fitchburg  Produce  Co,  and  Joseph  H. 
Keyes,  a commercial  traveler  with  Fitchburg  Hardware  Co.  were  the  residents.  Keyes  lived  in  the  house  until  the  1940s.  In  the  1940s  the 
house  became  the  home  Llewellyn  M.  Rowe,  and  Llewellyn  M.  Rowe  Jr.  The  Rowes  lived  in  the  house  until  the  1980s.  Llewellyn  M.  Rowe 
Jr.  was  a machine  engineer  at  Simonds  Saw  & Steel  Co.  The  three  unit  is  currently  owned  by  a reality  trust.  This  dwelling  is  typical  of  an 
early  home  divided  into  a multifamily  residence. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
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Fitchburg  123  Highland  Avenue 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 

Area(s)  Form  No. 
K |2141 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

□ Individually  eligible  ^ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
^ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  □ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  DA  DB  ^CDD 

Criteria  Considerations:  [I]AnB|II|C|ZlD|II|E|II|F  CHG 

Statement  of  Significance  by Julie  Ann  Larry,  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

123  Highland  Avenue  is  a Stick  Style  residence  that  has  retained  a high  degree  of  integrity  of  design,  materials,  and 
details.  The  former  residence  of  the  principal  of  the  Practical  Arts  Normal  School  (Fitchburg  State  College),  the  dwelling 
is  a representative  example  of  the  relationship  the  neighborhood  has  had  and  contiues  to  have  with  the  adjacent  college 
campus.  The  residence  meets  Criteria  C for  listing  on  the  National  Register  as  part  of  a potential  Highland  Avenue 
National  Register  District. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 

Address  132  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  Thomas  Bird  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residence 

Original  Single-Family  Residence 

Date  of  Construction  ca  1870 
Source  Atlases  & Maps,  Style 
Style/Form  Second  Empire 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Sketch  Map 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


Foundation  Granite 
Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Front  porch 

Major  Alterations  (w/r/i  dates) 

Condition  Fair 

Moved  K]  no  O yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  back  approximately  15  feet  from  the  sidewalk.  A large  paved 
driveway  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  house. 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachusett'  ’'jstorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo'  ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  residence  located  at  132  Highland  Ave  is  constructed  in  the  Second  Empire  style.  The  two-and-one-half  story  residence  is  constructed  of 
wood,  which  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-by-four-bay  dwelling  faces  east  and  terminates  in  a classic  mansard  roof  sheathed  with 
slate.  Dormers  break  the  steep  sides  of  the  roof,  three  on  the  principal  elevation  and  two  down  the  south  side.  Each  dormer  features  a single, 
2/2-light  double  hung  sash  window  surrounded  by  a simple  wooden  surround.  Corner  pilasters  support  the  bracketed  cornice,  which  defines 
the  buildings  eave.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  The  principal  elevation  features  a single  paneled  wood  door  marked  by  a 
wood  entablature.  A modern  metal  porch  protects  the  doorway.  The  door  is  flanked  by  one-story  bay  windows.  The  bay  windows  terminate 
in  a flat  roof.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  2/2  double-hung  wood  sash.  Each  window  is  marked  by  a shouldered  wooden 
architrave.  A two-story  bay  projects  on  the  south  elevation.  The  bay  terminates  in  a pedimented  gable  roof  sheathed  in  slate.  Although  the 
building  has  been  somewhat  altered,  unlike  some  neighboring  buildings  it  has  not  been  sided  with  synthetic  siding  and  the  wood  clapboards, 
wood  windows,  window  surrounds,  and  wide  corner  boards  are  intact. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  revival  Styles. 

Built  c 1870  one  of  132  Highland  Avenue’s  earliest  residents  was  Thomas  Bird,  an  employee  of  Putnam  Machine  Co.  In  1914  the  residents 
were  Mrs.  Susan  C.  Bigwood,  a teacher;  Mrs.  Fannie  L.  Lee,  the  widow  of  Wells  A.  Bigwood;  Abbie  McAuliff,  a tailoress;  Julia  McAuliff,  a 
dressmaker;  and  Walter  A.  Wellington,  a carpenter.  In  1920  Mrs.  Bigwood’s  family  included  Cora,  a teacher,  and  Inez,  an  English  teacher  at 
the  State  Normal  School.  In  addition  to  the  residents  listed  in  1914  was  George  Wellington,  a music  teacher,  and  Marie  McAuliff,  also  a 
music  teacher.  By  1930  the  only  resident  from  1920  remaining  in  the  three  unit  was  Marie  McAuliff  In  1960  one  unit  was  vacant,  in  1970, 
two  units  were  vacant  and  in  1980  all  three  units  were  unoccupied.  In  1997  Cris  Ayles  and  Ruth  & Stanley  Kukta,  the  current  owners  of  the 
three-unit,  occupied  the  building.  This  dwelling  is  typical  of  an  early  home  divided  ca  1900  into  a multifamily  residence. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ 5^^  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address  153  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  Micheal  J.  Daly  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residence 

Original  Multi-Family  Residence 

Date  of  Construction  1887-1 895 
Source  Atlases  & Map 

Style/F  orm  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Foundation  Granite 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 
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Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  ('vv/t/i  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with  vinyl 
siding 

Condition  Fair 

Moved  Kl  no  n yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

A hurricane  fence  separates  the  yard  from  the  street.  The  house 
set  back  from  the  sidewalk  approximately  20  feet. 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachuself  ''istorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo"-  '•ompleting  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


K 3lIH3 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  Italianate  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  an  irregular  plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  two-by-six-bay 
dwelling  faces  west  and  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  resting  on  scrolled  wood  brackets.  The  gable  features  a decorative  wooden  lattice 
supported  by  ten  equally  spaced  brackets.  Two,  narrow  1/1,  double  hung  sash  windows  are  also  located  within  the  gable  below  the  lattice.  A 
brick  chimney  pierces  the  ridge.  A three-story  bay,  which  terminates  in  a gable  roof  projects  from  the  south  elevation.  The  gable  features  the 
same  lattice  detail  as  the  principal  elevation.  The  roof  of  the  entire  structure  is  sheathed  with  slate.  The  building  has  been  clad  with  vinyl 
siding.  A one  bay  porch  marks  the  principal  entrance.  The  porch  terminates  in  a gable  roof  supported  by  turned  wood  columns.  The  columns 
rest  on  a wood  deck.  A two-story  bay  window  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  porch.  The  bay  terminates  in  a flat  roof.  The  bay  features  narrow 
triple  1/1, double  hung  sash  windows.  The  remaining  windows  of  the  building  are  symmetrically  arranged  1/1,  double  hung  sash.  A two-story 
shed  roof  porch  is  located  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  building.  153  Highland  has  a number  of  locally  unique  features  that  have  remained 
intact.  Although  the  form  and  scale  of  the  building  is  a common  building  type  in  the  area  the  band  of  decorative  wood  panels,  wood  gable 
truss,  and  porch  baluster  detail  occurs  very  rarely. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single-family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  revival  Styles. 

Built  1887-1895  one  of  the  two  units  at  153  Highland  was  the  home  of  Michael  Daly  in  1914.  Daly  was  a cashier  at  the  Boston  & Maine 
Railroad  freight  office.  In  the  1920s  the  other  unit  became  the  home  of  John  F.  and  Margaret  O’Brien.  Mrs.  O’Brien,  a teacher  would  live  in 
their  unit  until  the  1970s.  The  Daly’s  lived  in  their  unit  until  the  1940s  when  it  became  the  residence  of  Joseph  P.  Murley  and  his  wife  Alice. 
Alice  remained  in  the  house  until  the  1980s,  after  the  death  of  her  husband  in  the  1970s.  The  two-unit  is  owned  by  John  A.  Linnus.  The 
dwelling  is  typical  of  an  original  multifamily  dwelling  built  during  the  period  of  Fitchburg’s  rapid  growth. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  ( neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address  155  Highland  Ave 

Photograph 

(3"  X 3"  or  3-1/2”  X 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on  Historic  Name  Spaulding  House 

back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 

negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of  Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residence 

form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 

sheets.  Original  Residence 

Date  of  Construction  ca  1865 


Roll  Negative(s) 


Source  Style,  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Italianate 

Architect/Builder 


Exterior  Material: 
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Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


M 

A 


Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Aluminum  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Garage 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with 
aluminum  siding 

Condition  Good 
Moved  no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  back  from  the  sidewalk  approximately  30  feet.  A drive  to  the 
north  of  the  house  leads  to  the  garage  at  the  rear. 


Date  {month  /year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachu.sel^Jlislorical  Commission  Sun’ey  Manual  insiruclions  fj^omplciing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 


This  two-and-one-half  story  Italianate  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  a rectangular  plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-by-two-bay 
dwelling  similar  to  159  Highland  faces  west  and  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof.  A wide  cornice  with  paired  brackets  defines  the  building 
eave.  A 1/1,  double  hung  sash  window  is  located  within  the  gable.  A brick  chimney  pierces  the  ridge  of  the  roof.  The  roof  is  sheathed  with 
slate.  The  building  has  been  clad  with  aluminum  siding.  A bracketed  hood  and  a simple  wood  surround  mark  the  principal  entrance.  The 
windows  of  the  building  are  symmetrically  arranged  1/1,  double  hung  sash  outlined  by  a simple  wood  surround.  A two-story  porch  is  located 
the  rear  of  the  building.  A one-story,  two-car  garage  is  located  to  the  east.  The  structure  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  revival  Styles. 

Built  ca  1865  the  house  at  155  Highland  is  the  mirror  of  the  house  at  159  Highland.  Originally  built  on  the  same  lot  and  numbered  87  & 89 
Highland,  the  houses  are  shown  on  the  1870  Atlas  of  Worcester  County  as  belonging  to  H.  McGrath.  The  dwelling  is  typical  of  an  original 
multifamily  dwelling  built  during  the  period  of  Fitchburg’s  rapid  growth. 

In  1914  the  house  was  the  home  of  Lura  Spaulding,  the  widow  of  Edwin  S.  and  a bookkeeper  at  S.G.  Cushing  & Sons  Wood  Turners  on 
nearby  Culley  St;  Louis  Spaulding,  an  employee  of  Crocker  & Burbank  Co;  Roland  Spaulding,  a bookkeeper  at  Fitchburg  Bank  & trust;  and 
Carrie  E.  Spaulding.  In  the  1920s  Henry  Staveley  & Roy  H.  Ryder  replaced  the  Spaulding  family.  Ryder,  assistant  superintendent  at  F. 
Enamel  Co.,  would  remain  at  155  Highland  until  the  1950s.  From  the  1950s  to  the  1980s  one  unit  was  occupied  by  William  Arsenault,  a 
carpenter,  in  1970  & 1980  the  other  unit  was  vacant.  The  two  unit  is  currently  owned  by  Mary  Rose  & Herve  R.  Arsenault 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachu-setts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massacpiusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2"  X 5 ” black  and  white  only)  Lxibel photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  {month  /year)  April  2000 


6757 


K 


2145 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address  159  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  Alfred  E.  Chambers  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residence 

Original  Residence 

Date  of  Construction  ca  1865 
Source  Style,  Atlases  & Maps 

Style/Form  Italianate 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Asbestos  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Garage 

Major  Alterations  ('w/r/j  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with  asbestos 
siding 


Condition  Good 
Moved  K1  no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  back  from  the  sidewalk  approximately  30  feet.  A drive  to  the 
south  off  the  house  leads  to  the  garage  at  the  rear. 


Follow  Massachusel'  'tistorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo- -completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


/< 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 


This  two-and-one-half  story  Italianate  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  a rectangular  plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  three-by-five-bay 
similar  to  155  Highland  dwelling  faces  west  and  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof.  A wide  cornice  with  paired  brackets  defines  the  building 
eave.  A 1/1,  double  hung  sash  window  is  located  within  the  gable.  A gabled  dormer  is  located  on  the  north  rise  of  the  roof  and  a brick 
chimney  pierces  the  ridge.  The  roof  is  sheathed  with  slate.  The  building  has  been  clad  with  asbestos  siding.  A bracketed  hood  and  a simple 
wood  surround  mark  the  principal  entrance.  The  windows  of  the  building  are  symmetrically  arranged  2/2,  double  hung  sash  outlined  by  a 
simple  wood  surround.  The  windows  on  the  first  floor  have  been  replaced  with  1/1-vinyl  replacements. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  ca  1865  the  house  at  155  Highland  is  the  mirror  of  the  house  at  159  Highland.  Originally  built  on  the  same  lot  and  numbered  87  & 89 
Highland,  the  houses  are  shown  on  the  1870  Atlas  of  Worcester  County  as  belonging  to  H.  McGrath. 

In  1914  the  house  was  home  to  Alfred  E.  Chambers,  and  employee  of  Fitchburg  Machine  Works  and  later  Fitchburg  Water  Works,  and  Mrs. 
Hattie  Spaulding,  the  widow  of  George  Spaulding.  Since  the  1930s  the  house  has  had  a succession  of  tenants.  In  1980  one  unit  was  vacant. 
The  two  unit  is  currently  owned  by  James  Idaris.  The  dwelling  is  typical  of  an  original  multifamily  dwelling  built  during  the  period  of 
Fitchburg’s  rapid  growth. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

□ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address  164/166/168  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  George  B.  & Benjamin  F.  Proctor 

Rowhouses 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residence 

Original  Multi-Family  Residence 

Date  of  Construction  ca  1865 
Source  Style,  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Second  Empire 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Sketch  Map 


Foundation  Granite 
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Wall/Trim  Aluminum  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  ('w/r/i  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with 
aluminum  siding 

Condition  Good 
Moved  K]  no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Setting 

The  row  houses  are  setback  from  the  sidewalk  approximately  15 
feet.  A concrete  retaining  wall  separates  the  narrow  lawn  from  the 
sidewalk  located  26  feet  below. 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachuseu  'Hstorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr  ''ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  multi-family  Second  Empire  is  constructed  of  wood  and  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  The  six-by-two-bay 
dwelling  faces  east  and  terminates  in  a classic  mansard  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  Dormers  break  the  steep  sides  of  the  roof.  Seven  dormers 
are  located  on  the  principal  elevation.  Each  dormer  features  a single,  1/1,  double  hung  sash  window  exhibiting  a wooden  architrave 
embellished  with  dentils.  A chimney  is  located  on  the  north  side  of  the  building.  A bracketed  cornice  with  a dentil  course  defines  the 
building  eave.  The  walls  of  the  residence  are  clad  with  aluminum  siding.  The  principal  elevation  features  three  entrances.  One  of  the 
entrances  comprises  paired  six-panel  doors  embellished  with  a transom  and  sidelights;  the  second  entrance  is  a single  six-panel  door  with 
transom  and  sidelights  as  well.  Porches  that  terminate  in  hipped  roofs  protect  the  entrances.  The  roofs  are  supported  by  chamfered  wood 
posts  and  feature  a modern  balustrade.  Each  porch  is  flanked  by  a one-story  bay  window  that  terminates  in  a hipped  roof.  The  bays  feature 
paired  brackets  at  the  cornice.  The  rest  of  the  windows  of  the  dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash  replacements.  A simple  wood  surround 
marks  each  window. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

The  row  houses  at  164/166/168  Highland  were  built  ca  1865  were  in  1870  owned  by  Benjamin  F.  Proctor,  a wood  turner  & George  B. 
Proctor,  a shoe  dealer.  The  row  house  is  a unique  building  type  in  a neighborhood  of  detached  single  and  multi-family  residences.  In  1914 
164  & 166  Highland  had  three  tenants  and  168  had  two  tenants.  Tenants  have  included  a junkdealer,  a dressmaker,  railroad  employees,  and 
machinists.  In  1960  vacancies  in  the  units  become  more  common  within  the  row  houses.  In  1980  the  city  directory  lists  all  the  units  vacant 
except  one  unit  in  168,  occupied  by  Rita  Hance,  widow  of  a construction  worker.  In  1997  three  tenants  resided  in  the  rowhouses.  Kevin  T. 
Smith  currently  owns  the  rowhouses.  The  dwelling  is  typical  of  an  original  multifamily  dwelling  built  during  the  period  of  Fitchburg’s  rapid 
growth. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Address  165  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  David  C.  Sleeper  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residence 

Original  Residence 

Date  of  Construction  1 870- 1887 

Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with  vinyl 
siding. 

Converted  to  multi-family  1940s. 


Condition  Good 
Moved  K no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  back  approximately  60  feet  from  the  sidewalk.  A driveway 
located  along  the  south  side  of  the  lot. 


Follow  Massachu.set'”  llistorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  f<  •■completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  Queen  Anne  has  an  L-shaped  plan  with  an  ell  addition.  The  house  is  constructed  of  wood,  which  rests 
on  a granite  foundation.  The  two-bay  by  two-bay  dwelling  faces  west  and  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  gable  end 
is  embellished  with  a decorative  wood  truss  and  scrollwork.  A single  1/1,  double  hung  sash  window  also  is  located  in  the  gable  end.  An 
intersecting  gable  pierces  the  south  side  roof  plane.  A two-story,  three-by-one  bay  block  is  attached  to  the  side  ell.  One  interior  brick 
chimney  is  located  at  the  rear  of  the  main  block  dwelling  and  one  chimney  pierces  the  ridge  of  the  two-story  addition.  The  building  is  clad 
with  vinyl  siding.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story  wrap-around  porch,  which  terminates  in  a hipped  roof.  Slender  turned 
wood  columns  that  rest  on  a wood  platform  support  the  roof.  The  porch  railing  features  decorative  turned  balusters.  Windows  throughout  the 
dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  A secondary  entrance  is  located  on  the  two- 
story  block  addition. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

165  Highland  was  built  between  1870-1887  on  land  owned  in  1870  by  grocers  E.N.  & H.M.  Choate.  In  1914  it  was  the  residence  of  David  C. 
Sleeper,  a cabinetmaker.  A member  of  the  Sleeper  family  lived  in  the  house  until  the  1940s.  The  house  was  converted  to  its  current  use  as  a 
two  unit  in  the  1940s.  Leonard  & Janice  Snowden  currently  own  the  dwelling  and  occupy  a portion  of  the  dwelling.  This  dwelling  is  typical 
of  an  early  home  divided  into  a multifamily  residence. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2"  X 5"  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  v/Z/agej -Upper  Common 

Address  173/175  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  Highland  Ave  School 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residence 

Original  Institutional  - Schoolhouse 

Date  of  Construction  ca  1887 
Source  City  Directories 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


Foundation  Brick 

Wall/Trim  Brick 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Shed  SE  corner  of  the  lot 

Major  Alterations  ('vv/r/r  dates)  Windows  have  been  changed 
Converted  to  apartments  ca  1940s 

Condition  poor 
Moved  K no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a flat  corner  lot  aprox.  40’  from  the  sidewalk.  Most  of  the 
large  lot  is  used  for  parking. 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


[•'allow  Massachuself  "'storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo-  ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-story  Queen  Anne  was  originally  used  as  a school.  The  brick  building  occupies  a rectangular  plan  on  a raised  brick  foundation.  A 
granite  water  table  defines  the  junction  of  the  foundation  and  first  floor.  This  four-bay  by  four-bay  dwelling  faces  west.  The  dwelling 
terminates  in  a gable  on  hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  Paired  wooden  casement  windows  and  wood  panels  embellish  the  gable  end.  A bell 
tower  is  centrally  located  on  the  roof  A corbelled  brick  cornice  defines  the  building  eave.  An  entrance  door  is  located  at  each  end  of  the 
fagade.  The  door  opening  has  been  infilled  with  modern  doors.  A brick  arch  lintel  highlights  each  doorway.  Two  small  window  opening  are 
located  between  the  entrance  doors.  These  openings,  which  feature  arched  brick  lintels  and  granite  sills  have  been  infilled  with  louvered 
panels.  The  remaining  window  openings  on  the  building  have  also  been  infilled  with  a combination  of  small  one-over-one  light  windows  and 
louvered  panels. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  Highland  Avenue  School  was  built  ca  1887.  School  was  held  in  two  terms  of  20  week  sessions.  Because  of  its  close  proximity  to  the 
State  Normal  School,  the  school  was  used  as  a practical  school  for  the  training  of  teaching  students  in  grades  1-3. 

Built  during  the  second  burst  of  small  neighborhood  school  construction  in  Fitchburg  between  1847-1910,  the  Highland  Avenue  school  is 
contemporary  with  the  1889  West  Fitchburg  School  MHC  #703,  the  1884  Rollstone  Street  School,  the  1891  Goodrich  Street  School,  and  the 
1893  Laurel  Street  School. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


6885 


K 


2149 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2"  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Lxibel photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 


Address  181  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  Frank  J Potter  House 
Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residence 

Original  Single-Family  Residence 

Date  of  Construction  1917-1918 
Source  Tax  Assessors  Records  & City  Directories 

Style/Form  Craftsman 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


A 


Foundation  Stone 

Wall/Trim  Aluminum  Siding 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Garage 

Major  Alterations  ('wiV/i  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with 
aluminum  siding.  The  roof  is  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles. 


Condition  Good 

Moved  K no  EH  yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting  Set  back  from  the  Highland  Avenue  sidewalk 
approximately  30  feet  on  an  elevated  lot  approximately  5 feet 
above  the  sidewalk. 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 

Follow  Massachuset'  '(istorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr~  ''ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-story  Craftsman  adopts  a rectangular  plan  and  rests  on  a masonry  foundation.  The  three-bay  wide  by  two-bay  deep  dwelling  faces 
west  on  Highland  Avenue.  The  residence  terminates  in  a hipped  roof,  broken  by  a centrally  located  gable  dormer  on  the  principal  fagade,  a 
common  Craftsman  detail.  The  dormer  features  a pair  of  multi-light  casement  windows.  An  interior  chimney  pierces  the  roof  plane  of  the 
principal  facade  as  well.  The  roof  is  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  building  is  clad  with  aluminum  siding.  The  principal  elevation 
features  a centrally  located  doorway  protected  by  a hipped  roof  porch.  Heavy  wood  posts  support  the  roof.  The  principal  entranceway 
features  a wood  and  glass  door  with  sidelights.  One-story  bow  windows  are  located  to  each  side  of  the  porch.  The  bow  windows  terminate  in 
a shed  roof  with  exposed  rafters.  Each  bow  features  paired  nine  light  multi-pane-over-one  light  double  hung  sash  windows.  The  window 
opening  are  symmetrical  and  feature  nine  light  multi-pane-over-one  light,  double  hung  wood  sash  windows.  A one-story  bow  window, 
similar  to  the  principal  elevation,  is  located  on  the  north  elevation  of  the  building.  A one-story,  three-by-three  bay  is  appended  to  the  south 
elevation.  The  bay  terminates  in  a hipped  roof. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1914-1920,  181  Highland  was  occupied  by  the  Frank  J.  Potter  family  from  ca  1920  until  the  1970s.  Frank  Potter  was  a roofing 
contractor.  In  1970,  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Robert  Potter.  Robert  Potter  was  a claims  adjuster  for  the  Underwriting  Adjusting  Co., 
in  Boston.  It  is  currently  owned  by  Barbara  Clements.  The  house  is  an  example  of  an  early  twentieth  century,  single-family  residences  built 
in  the  neighborhood  of  predominately  mid  to  late  nineteenth  century  residences. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Ma.ssachusetts,  1882 

mi  Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 


Roll  Negative(s) 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 

Address  188/190  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  John  W.  Finnegan  & William  D 

Lockwood  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residence 

Original  Multi-Family  Residence 

Date  of  Construction  1 882- 1 895 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 

Style/Form  Queen  Anne 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Sketch  Map 

175 

173 

171 

119  167 

163 
161 
157 
153 
L5  1 49 

145 
141 


172 
164 
162  ^ 
158 


210 

206 

202 

-200 

194 


150 

148 

140 


182 

174/ 


209 

205 

197 

189 

181  6 


189 


1( 

10 

96 


90 

82 


173 


r 


74 


Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboard/Scalloped  shingles  in  bay 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Fair 

Moved  K]  no  n yes  Date 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  back  from  the  sidewalk  approximately  15  feet  on  a flat  site. 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachuset  '(istorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  inslruclions  completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  two-and-one-half  story  Queen  Anne  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  an  irregular  plan  on  a granite  foundation.  The  four- 
by-four-bay  dwelling  faces  east  on  Highland  Avenue  and  terminates  in  a pedimented  front  gable  roof.  The  gable  features 
paired,  2/2,  double  hung  sash  windows  set  within  a decorative  wooden  sunburst.  An  intersecting  gable  is  located  on  the  south 
elevation  and  features  similar  architectural  characteristics  of  the  gable  on  the  principal  facade.  A brick  chimney  pierces  the  south 
roof  face.  The  roof  is  sheathed  with  slate.  The  walls  are  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  A two-story,  one  bay  porch  marks  the 
principal  entrance.  The  porch  terminates  in  a pedimented  gable  roof  supported  by  turned  wood  columns.  The  columns  rest  on  a 
wood  deck.  A two-story  bay  window  that  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  porch.  A band  of  scalloped 
shingles  is  located  between  the  first  and  second  floor  of  the  bay  window.  Windows  of  the  residence  are  2/2,  double  hung  sash. 

A wooden  belt  course  above  the  first  and  second  floor  windows  wraps  around  the  building.  A two-story  screened  porch  is 
located  on  the  south  elevation. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased,  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1882-1895  188/190  Highland  Avenue  was  in  1914  the  residence  of  John  W.  Finnegan  (188)  and  William  D.  Lockwood  (190). 
In  1920s  188  became  the  residence  of  L.F.  Finnegan,  a nurse.  Lillian  F.  Finnegan  remained  at  188  Highland  until  the  1950s  when  it  became 
the  residence  of  Mrs.  H.E.  Jarvi,  also  a nurse  and  Toivo  A.  Jarvi.  In  the  1970s  & 1980s  188  was  the  residence  of  Robert  Wiseman.  190 
Highland  has  had  no  long-term  tenants.  The  dwelling  is  typical  of  an  original  multifamily  dwelling  built  during  the  period  of  Fitchburg’s  rapid 
growth. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

O Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  // checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  X 5 ” black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 


Address  194  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  Herbert  N.  Fiske  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residence 

Original  Single-Family  Residence 

Date  of  Construction  1882-1 895 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/F  orm  Queen  Anne/Italianate 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Brick 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboard 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  fw/r/t  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  K]  no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a level  lot  approximately  30  feet  from  the  sidewalk  that 
separated  from  the  yard  by  a picket  fence. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 


This  two-and-one-half  story  Queen  Anne  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  an  L-  shaped  plan  on  a brick  foundation.  The  four-bay  wide  and 
two-bay  deep  dwelling  faces  southeast  and  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate;  a pedimented  gable  is  located  on  the  south 
elevation  of  the  principal  block.  A two-story  one-by  one  bay  block  is  also  located  on  the  south  elevation.  A wall  dormer  that  terminates  in  a 
gable  roof  is  located  on  the  front  elevation  of  the  block.  Interior  brick  chimneys  with  corbelled  cap  pierce  the  roof  planes  of  the  principal 
block  and  the  ell.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  A one-story  wrap-around  porch  spans  the  first  floor  of  the  principal  block  and 
the  side  ell.  Slender  wood  posts  support  the  hipped  roof  The  porch  balustrade  features  square  wood  balusters.  The  principal  entrance  is 
located  on  the  north  end  of  the  facade  a bay  window  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  entranceway.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are 
regularly  spaced,  2/2,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  between  1882-1895  194  Highland  was  in  1914  the  residence  of  Herbert  N.  Fiske,  an  employee  of  Webber  Lumber  & Supply  Co.  Fiske, 
who  was  later  employed  by  the  Boston  & Maine  RR  lived  in  the  dwelling  until  the  1960s  when  it  became  the  residence  of  Alexander  Dymek. 
In  1980  Phillip  E.  Knowlton,  a restaurant  manager  was  the  resident.  Knowlton  is  the  current  owner.  The  dwelling  is  typical  of  a later  infill 
modest  single  family  home. 
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Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Highland  Avenue 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  X 5 ” black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Address  1 97  Highland  Ave 

Historic  Name  G.H.  Kellogg  House 

Uses:  Present  Residence 

Original  Residence 

Date  of  Construction  ca  1 865 
Source  Style 

Style/Form  Italianate/Greek  Revival 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 


Foundation  Granite 
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Wall/Trim  Synthetic  Siding 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  fw/t/i  dates)  Windows  on  the  front  elevation 
have  been  altered 


Condition  Good 
Moved  K no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  approximately  25  feet  from  the  sidewalk  on  a flat  lot.  A drive 
is  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  lot. 


Date  (month /year)  April  2000 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

This  one-and-one-half  story  Greek  Revival  exhibits  Italianate  influences.  The  dwelling  is  constructed  of  wood  and  adopts  a rectangular  plan 
on  a granite  foundation.  The  two-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces  west  and  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  front  gable 
rests  on  wood  pilasters  at  the  corner.  A wide  cornice  with  paired  brackets  defines  the  building  eave.  Two,  6/1,  double  hung  sash  windows  are 
located  within  the  gable.  A pedimented  gable  wall  dormer  is  located  on  the  north  elevation.  The  building  has  been  clad  with  synthetic 
siding.  A bracketed  hood  and  a simple  wood  surround  mark  the  principal  entrance.  A twenty-light  fixed  window  flanked  by  narrow  4/4, 
double  hung  sash  windows  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  entrance.  The  rest  of  the  windows  of  the  building  are  symmetrically  arranged  6/1, 
double  hung  sash  outlined  by  a simple  wood  surround.  A one-story  structure  is  located  on  the  east  elevation.  The  structure  terminates  in  a 
gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  the  Nashua  River  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  as  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the 
expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  for  the  earliest  development  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  The  earliest  infill  housing  in 
the  Highland  Avenue  area  were  Greek  Revival  and  Italianate  single  family  residences.  As  demand  for  housing  increased.  Second  Empire  and 
Italianate  multifamily  housing  and  division  of  the  earlier  homes  into  multiple  units  occurred.  The  remaining  undeveloped  lots  around  the  turn 
of  the  century  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 

Built  ca  1865,  197  Highland  is  shown  on  an  1870  map  as  belonging  to  G.H.  Kellogg,  a partner  in  the  printing  firm  of  Kellogg  and  Simonds. 

In  1914  197  Highland  was  the  residence  of  Earl  A.  Farwell,  an  auctioneer  and  real  estate  agent.  The  residence  has  had  no  long  term  residents 
in  the  20*^  century  and  is  currently  owned  by  James  & Veronica  Litterio. 
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